
Agenda
City of Dunnellon 

City Council Meeting 
20750 River Drive, Dunnellon, FL 34431

April 11, 2016
Following the 5:00 p.m. CRA Board Meeting

PLEASE NOTE: Individuals wishing to address the City Council please sign in. A three-minute time 
limit will be administered. PLEASE TURN CELL PHONES OFF.

Call to Order

Pledge of Allegiance

Opening Prayer/Moment of Silence  (suggested time limit: 1 minute
Mayor to request if any invitee is present to open with prayer; if no invitee is present, Mayor will ask 
if a Dunnellon citizen will volunteer. If no volunteers, a moment of silence will be offered. If a citizen 
outside of Dunnellon requests to open with prayer, (s)he may so if no invitees/citizens volunteer.) 

Roll Call 

Proof of Publication (Posted on the City's website and City Hall bulletin board on 
Friday, April 8, 2016) 

Chairman's Comments Regarding Agenda 
Public Comments

CONSENT AGENDA 

(Note: Motion to approve items on the consent agenda is a motion to approve the recommended 
actions.) 

CITY COUNCIL WORKSHOP MINUTES

February 17, 2016 - Special
March 9, 2016

cwm20160217_Special Council workshop minutes.pdf, cwm20160309.pdf

CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

February  8,  2016

February 17, 2016 - Special
March      9, 2016 - Special
March    14, 2016

cmm20160208.pdf, cmm20160217_Special Council meeting minutes.pdf, 
cmm20160309_Special.pdf, cmm20160314 Council meeting minutes.pdf

APPROVE PROCLAMATION #PRO2016-05, NATIONAL DAY OF 
PRAYER

PRO2016_5National Day of Prayer.pdf

APPROVE PROCLAMATION #PRO2016-06, ARBOR DAY

2016_06_Arbor Day 2016 Proclamation.pdf

TREE BOARD APPOINTMENTS

Appoint Candy Craig as a regular member of the Tree Board effective 
April 11, 2016, term to expire April 11, 2019. (Term previous held by P. 
Marraffino - expired March 8, 2016)

Appoint Sally Chesterfield as 1st alternate member of the Tree Board to 
fill unexpired term formerly held by Candy Craig effective April 11, 2016, 
term to expire December 28, 2017. 

20160411 Tree Board Appointments PKT.pdf

AUTHORIZE MAYOR TO SIGN VOLUNTARY 
COOPERATION/OPERATIONAL ASSISTANCE AGREEMENT WITH 
MARION COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE

AGR2016_18VoluntaryCoopAssistAgreeMarionCoSheriff.pdf

AUTHORIZE MAYOR TO SIGN AGREEMENT #AGR2011-121, TYCO 
SECURITY RENEWAL

AGR2011_121TycoSecurity_Renewal3yr_ugradeeqpt.pdf

AUTHORIZE STAFF TO PREPARE SPECIFICATIONS AND BID FOR 
THE DESIGN AND PRODUCTION OF CITY ENTRANCE SIGNS

AUTHORIZE STAFF TO PREPARE SPECIFICATIONS AND BID FOR 
RESURFACING OF THE MAIN CEMETERY STREET IN DUNNELLON 
MEMORIAL GARDENS

CONSENT AGENDA APPROVAL

PROPOSED MOTION: I move the consent agenda be approved as 
presented.

REGULAR AGENDA 

SPECIAL PRESENTATION BY DUNNELLON CITY COUNCIL TO LT. 
TODD SPICHER

PREPARATION FOR UP COMING HURRICANE SEASON - MSG. 
ROBERT R. JOHNSON, MARION COUNTY DEPUTY DIRECTOR -
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

PRESENTATION OF PROCLAMATION #PRO2016-05, NATIONAL DAY 
OF PRAYER - PASTOR TOM WELCH

PRESENTATION OF PROCLAMATION #PRO2016-06, ARBOR DAY -
CANDY CRAIG REPRESENTING THE TREE BOARD

PUBLIC HEARING - ORDINANCE #ORD2016-01, AMENDMENTS TO 
THE ZONING CODE - ALLOWING CHICKENS TO BE KEPT IN 
RESIDENTIAL AREAS (ADVERTISED ON THE CITY WEBSITE ON 
3/21/2016 AND IN THE RIVERLAND NEWS ON 3/31/2016 AND IN THE 
OCALA STAR BANNER ON 3/31/2016)

POP2016_01ChickenOrdinanceAmendCode.pdf

SECOND AND FINAL READING OF ORDINANCE #ORD2016-01, 
AMENDMENTS TO THE ZONING CODE - ALLOWING CHICKENS TO 
BE KEPT IN RESIDENTIAL AREAS

PROPOSED MOTION:  I move Ordinance #ORD2016-01 be read by title 
only.

PROPOSED MOTION:  I move Ordinance #ORD2016-01 be approved.

ORD2016_01Chickenordinance_Second_Draft 20160203 
workshop_wPCchgs.pdf

PUBLIC HEARING - ORDINANCE #ORD2016-04, AMENDMENT TO 
SECTION 39 OF THE CITY'S CHARTER NEEDED TO COMPLY WITH 
FEDERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR MAILING OF OVERSEAS BALLOTS 
(PUBLISHED ON THE CITY WEBSITE ON 3/21/16 AND IN THE 
RIVERLAND NEWS ON 3/31/2016)

POP2016_04CharterChangesrunoffElection.pdf

SECOND AND FINAL READING OF ORDINANCE #ORD2016-04, 
AMENDMENT TO SECTION 39 OF CITY'S CHARTER NEEDED TO 
COMPLY WITH FEDERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR MAILING OF 
OVERSEAS BALLOTS

PROPOSED MOTION:  I move Ordinance #ORD2016-04 be read by title 
only.

PROPOSED MOTION:  I move Ordinance #ORD2016-04 be approved.

ORD2016_04CharterChangesrunoffelection_wexhibit.pdf

AMENDMENT #1 TO AGREEMENT #AGR2015-21 KIMLEY-HORN 
IPO#50 CHOICE HOTEL CDBG WATER MAIN EXTENSION PROJECT 
CHANGE ORDER - RE-DESIGN BASED ON NEW RIGHT-OF-WAY 
INFORMATION PROVIDED BY FDOT

PROPOSED MOTION: I move to authorize Mayor to sign Amendment #1 
to Agreement #AGR2015-21 for Kimley-Horn IPO #50 change order - re-
design based on new right-of-way information provided by FDOT.

Amendment1toAGR2015_21ROW.pdf

AMENDMENT #2 TO AGREEMENT #AGR2015-21 KIMLEY-HORN 
IPO#50 CHOICE HOTEL CDBG WATER MAIN EXTENSION PROJECT 
CHANGE ORDER - RELOCATION OF GOPHER TORTOISE

PROPOSED MOTION:  I move to authorize Mayor to sign Amendment #2 to Agreement 

#AGR2015-21 for Kimley-Horn IPO #50 change order - relocation of gopher tortoise.

Amendment2toAGR2015_21GopherTortoise.pdf

COUNCIL LIAISON REPORTS AND COMMENTS

CITY MANAGER'S REPORT

CITY ATTORNEY'S REPORT

ADJOURN

PROPOSED MOTION: I move the City Council meeting be adjourned.

ANY PERSON REQUIRING A SPECIAL ACCOMMODATION AT THIS HEARING BECAUSE OF A 
DISABILITY OR PHYSICAL IMPAIRMENT SHOULD CONTACT THE CITY CLERK AT 
(352) 465-8500 AT LEAST 48 HOURS PRIOR TO THE PROCEEDING. IF A PERSON DESIRES 
TO APPEAL ANY DECISION WITH RESPECT TO ANY MATTER CONSIDERED AT THE ABOVE 
MEETING OR HEARING, HE OR SHE WILL NEED A RECORD OF THE PROCEEDING, AND 

FOR SUCH PURPOSE, HE OR SHE MAY NEED TO ENSURE THAT A VERBATIM RECORD OF 
THE PROCEEDINGS IS MADE, WHICH INCLUDES THE TESTIMONY AND EVIDENCE UPON 
WHICH THE APPEAL IS TO BE BASED. THE CITY IS NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY 
MECHANICAL FAILURE OF RECORDING EQUIPMENT. 
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workshop_wPCchgs.pdf

PUBLIC HEARING - ORDINANCE #ORD2016-04, AMENDMENT TO 
SECTION 39 OF THE CITY'S CHARTER NEEDED TO COMPLY WITH 
FEDERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR MAILING OF OVERSEAS BALLOTS 
(PUBLISHED ON THE CITY WEBSITE ON 3/21/16 AND IN THE 
RIVERLAND NEWS ON 3/31/2016)

POP2016_04CharterChangesrunoffElection.pdf

SECOND AND FINAL READING OF ORDINANCE #ORD2016-04, 
AMENDMENT TO SECTION 39 OF CITY'S CHARTER NEEDED TO 
COMPLY WITH FEDERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR MAILING OF 
OVERSEAS BALLOTS

PROPOSED MOTION:  I move Ordinance #ORD2016-04 be read by title 
only.

PROPOSED MOTION:  I move Ordinance #ORD2016-04 be approved.

ORD2016_04CharterChangesrunoffelection_wexhibit.pdf

AMENDMENT #1 TO AGREEMENT #AGR2015-21 KIMLEY-HORN 
IPO#50 CHOICE HOTEL CDBG WATER MAIN EXTENSION PROJECT 
CHANGE ORDER - RE-DESIGN BASED ON NEW RIGHT-OF-WAY 
INFORMATION PROVIDED BY FDOT

PROPOSED MOTION: I move to authorize Mayor to sign Amendment #1 
to Agreement #AGR2015-21 for Kimley-Horn IPO #50 change order - re-
design based on new right-of-way information provided by FDOT.

Amendment1toAGR2015_21ROW.pdf

AMENDMENT #2 TO AGREEMENT #AGR2015-21 KIMLEY-HORN 
IPO#50 CHOICE HOTEL CDBG WATER MAIN EXTENSION PROJECT 
CHANGE ORDER - RELOCATION OF GOPHER TORTOISE

PROPOSED MOTION:  I move to authorize Mayor to sign Amendment #2 to Agreement 

#AGR2015-21 for Kimley-Horn IPO #50 change order - relocation of gopher tortoise.

Amendment2toAGR2015_21GopherTortoise.pdf

COUNCIL LIAISON REPORTS AND COMMENTS

CITY MANAGER'S REPORT

CITY ATTORNEY'S REPORT

ADJOURN

PROPOSED MOTION: I move the City Council meeting be adjourned.

ANY PERSON REQUIRING A SPECIAL ACCOMMODATION AT THIS HEARING BECAUSE OF A 
DISABILITY OR PHYSICAL IMPAIRMENT SHOULD CONTACT THE CITY CLERK AT 
(352) 465-8500 AT LEAST 48 HOURS PRIOR TO THE PROCEEDING. IF A PERSON DESIRES 
TO APPEAL ANY DECISION WITH RESPECT TO ANY MATTER CONSIDERED AT THE ABOVE 
MEETING OR HEARING, HE OR SHE WILL NEED A RECORD OF THE PROCEEDING, AND 

FOR SUCH PURPOSE, HE OR SHE MAY NEED TO ENSURE THAT A VERBATIM RECORD OF 
THE PROCEEDINGS IS MADE, WHICH INCLUDES THE TESTIMONY AND EVIDENCE UPON 
WHICH THE APPEAL IS TO BE BASED. THE CITY IS NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY 
MECHANICAL FAILURE OF RECORDING EQUIPMENT. 
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CITY OF DUNNELLON 
SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL WORKSHOP 

 
DATE:     February 17, 2016 
TIME:      4:00 p.m. 
PLACE:   City Hall 

     20750 River Dr., Dunnellon, FL  34431 
 
CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Mayor Whitt called the meeting to order at approximately 4:00 p.m. and led the Council 
in the Pledge of Allegiance. He then called for a moment of silence.   
 
ROLL CALL  
The following members answered present at roll call: 
Nathan Whitt, Mayor, Seat 1 
Vacant, Seat 2 
Chuck Dillon, Councilman, Seat 3 
Walter Green, Councilman, Seat 4 
Penelope Fleeger, Councilwoman, Seat 5 
 
STAFF PRESENT 
Eddie Esch, City Manager 
Dawn Bowne, City Clerk 
Troy Slattery, Interim Fire Chief 
Mandy Roberts, Assistant City Clerk 
 
LEGAL COUNSEL  
None 
 
PROOF OF PUBLICATION  
Mrs. Bowne announced for the record the agenda for this meeting was posted on the 
City’s website and City Hall bulletin board on Thursday, January 28, 2016 and was 
amended on February 16, 2016 to add additional backup. 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 1 – PENNSYLVANIA AVE. BIKE TRAIL CONCEPT PLAN 
PRESENTATION – MARION COUNTY TPO (AMENDED TO ADD BACKUP) 
Mayor Whitt welcomed and thanked all of those in attendance for their participation in 
this project. 
 
Mr. Esch explained this project has been in the planning stage for several years.  He 
stated with new trail connections and parks being built, it is more important now than 
ever to make this connection and see this through to fruition.  He thanked the officials 
from Marion County for making this a priority and being so instrumental in moving this 
project forward.  
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Page 2 
 
Mr. Esch explained that Mr. Greg Slay of the Marion County TPO will be presenting a 
variety of concepts and alternatives.  He asked the Council to be mindful of what will be 
most feasible.  He said this meeting is intended to be a “first blush” and there will be 
ample opportunity for public input during the decision making process. 
 
Mr. Slay provided a brief overview of the process.  He introduced Mr. John Sewell of 
Kimley-Horn.   
 
Mr. Sewell explained the significance Dunnellon has in the scope of this project.  He said 
this bike trail will become a part of one of the largest trail systems in the southeast, which 
will attract visitors from all over the world, increasing the area’s eco-tourism. Mr. Sewell 
explained the scope of the project to include the evaluation of past concepts, analysis of 
existing conditions and needs, obtaining stakeholder input and developing final design 
concepts. 
 
Mr. Sewell provided a thorough review of the attached PowerPoint Presentation, 
illustrating multiple alternatives.  He discussed the pros and cons of each with regard to 
cost, parking, pedestrians and cyclists.  He also offered several alternatives and ideas with 
regard to bridge access to Blue Run Park that included modifying the existing bridge or 
possibly installing a prefabricated pedestrian bridge. 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 2 – COUNCIL COMMENTS 
Council and staff engaged in discussion with Mr. Sewell and Mr. Slay regarding the 
various options that were presented.  They discussed the posted speed limit, curbing, 
landscaping, buffers and rumble strips. 
 
Mayor Whitt and Councilman Dillon both stated they favor Option C for multiple 
reasons.   
 
Lt. Slattery expressed concern with emergency vehicle access if the width of the traffic 
lanes is reduced.   
 
There was discussion with regard to the need for off street parking and the potential to 
develop parking next to the new bike trail park at the site of the old water tower.  Mr. 
Sewell stated the FDEP offers Recreational Trails Program Grants that may help fund off 
street parking facilities specifically for trails.  He said he felt Dunnellon would score very 
high on the grant application, and he would provide the contact information to staff. 
 
Council thanked Mr. Sewell and Mr. Slay for their time and efforts. 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 4 – PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Mrs. Joan Duggins, 19687 SW 88th Loop, with regard to the presentation of the plan, 
asked whose idea it was to develop this plan and who is going to pay for it.  Mr. Esch 
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explained it is a joint effort between the City and the TPO.  Mayor Whitt stated the 
funding source is yet to be determined. 
 
Brenda D’Arville, Planning Commission Chair, commented on the width of the traffic 
lanes.  Mr. Esch stated that 11ft is standard. 
 
Mr. Paul Marraffino, 19544 SW 82nd Place Road, commented on the number of current 
on street parking spaces and the possible effect that reducing them could have on the 
businesses along East Pennsylvania Avenue.  He commented on the need for crosswalks 
and discussed the timing of construction relative to the bridge. 
 
Councilman Green commented on the priority that should be placed on the bridge as it 
relates to safety. 
  
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 5:23 p.m.  
 
 
 
Attest:  
 
_________________________                              _______________________________      
Dawn Bowne, MMC                                               Nathan Whitt, Mayor  
City Clerk 
 
P:\minutes council ws\20160217_Special.doc 
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CITY OF DUNNELLON 
CITY COUNCIL WORKSHOP 

 
DATE:     March 09, 2016 
TIME:      5:30 p.m. 
PLACE:   City Hall 

     20750 River Dr., Dunnellon, FL  34431 
 
CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Mayor Whitt called the meeting to order at approximately 5:50 p.m. and led the Council 
in the Pledge of Allegiance. He asked if any invitee or volunteer was present to open with 
prayer. Joe Senckowski provided the invocation. 
 
ROLL CALL  
The following members answered present at roll call: 
Nathan Whitt, Mayor, Seat 1 
Johanna Soldato, Seat 2 
Chuck Dillon, Councilman, Seat 3 
Walter Green, Councilman, Seat 4 
Vacant, Seat 5 
 
STAFF PRESENT 
Eddie Esch, City Manager 
Dawn Bowne, City Clerk 
Chief Mike McQuaig, Police Dept. 
Lt. Todd Spicher, MCSO 
Lt. Troy Slattery, Interim Fire Chief 
Jan Smith, Finance Dept. 
Lynn Wyland, Staff Assistant 
 
LEGAL COUNSEL  
Andrew Hand 
Shepard, Smith & Cassady 
 
PROOF OF PUBLICATION  
Mrs. Bowne announced for the record the agenda for this meeting was posted on the 
City’s website and City Hall bulletin board on Monday, March 7, 2016.  
 
Mr. Esch introduced Mike McQuaig, Dunnellon’s new Police Chief.  
 
Lt. Todd Spicher thanked Mr. Esch, Mayor Whitt and Council for their support during his 
time with the Dunnellon Police Department and congratulated Chief McQuaig. 
 
Mayor Whitt announced the Dunnellon Chamber of Commerce is hosting a “Meet and 
Greet” for Dunnellon’s new Police Chief Mike McQuaig, to be held Thursday, March 10, 
2016 from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. at the Chamber of Commerce. 
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AGENDA ITEM NO. 1 – BOARD REPORTS 
Brenda D’Arville, Chair of the Planning Commission discussed the special meeting 
Planning Commission held on Friday, February 19th with Mr. Metcalf, the City’s 
Consulting Planner.  She expressed her concern with the scheduled time/date and the lack 
of public participation. She said she was not aware there was going to be a public hearing 
held during this meeting.  Mrs. D’Arville asked Mr. Esch to please address her concerns 
during Item #5. 
 
Hugh Lochrane, Chair of the UAB discussed the board’s upcoming meeting scheduled 
for March 21st.  He said the committee is anticipating the presence of representatives from 
Florida Rural Water Association.  He said the board is hoping they will be able to help 
solve the discrepancy between the amount of water being pumped out of the wells and 
what is being billed.  Mr. Lochrane also expressed the board’s concerns regarding the 
water and sewer funds in reference to having sufficient reserves to address any 
emergency issues that may arise. 
 
Councilman Dillon stated the 125th Anniversary Park is being constructed through 
donations and the money is being placed with the City.  He said at the next committee 
meeting, the committee will discuss the protocol for disbursing/labeling of the funds.   
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 2 – DUNNELLON BUSINESS ASSOCIATION REPORT 
Mathew Baillargeon, 22637 SW Surf Blvd, Ocala, reported on activities and upcoming 
projects.  He stated the DBA will be hiring someone to work three days a week, enabling 
the DBA office to be open six (6) days a week.   
 
Councilman Green requested Mr. Baillargeon enlighten all in attendance of the Little 
Leagues Opening Day event and the upcoming improvements to the baseball field.   
 
Mr. Baillargeon stated it was an amazing day and they had a wonderful turnout.  He said 
they are seeking funds to obtain lights for the minor softball field.  
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 3 – CHAMBER OF COMMERCE REPORT 
Penny Lofton stated Six Gun Territory is bringing their Wild West Show to Boomtown 
Days.  She provided the dates and times for the Boomtown Days activities.  She 
announced the dates the “Vietnam Traveling Memorial Wall” will be in Dunnellon are 
September 29st thru October 2, 2016. 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 4 – SPECIAL EVENT APPLICATION PZ1516-043, 
BOOMTOWN DAYS.  REQUEST TO AUTHORIZE THE SALE AND 
CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES DURING THE SPECIAL 
EVENT AS DEPICTED ON THE EVENT MAP 
Council and staff engaged in brief discussion regarding the request.  Mayor Whitt 
explained this has been done every year. 
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Council agreed to place this item on the consent agenda. 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 5 – PROPOSED ORDINANCE #ORD2016-03, EAR BASED 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENTS, CPA2016-01 
Mr. Esch explained the City received a Technical Assistance Grant from the Department 
of Economic Opportunity (DEO) to fund this project.  He said a deadline was missed in 
December which tightens the timeline for submission of the amendments, and if the 
timelines are not met, the City does not get reimbursed.  Mr. Esch stated the City is 
prohibited from adopting other types of plan amendments until the City adopts the 
required evaluation-based plan amendments. 
 
Council and staff engaged in lengthy discussion regarding “Urban Sprawl.” 
 
Mayor Whitt asked staff if these changes were statutory requirements.  
 
Attorney Hand stated he reviewed the proposed document and explained Florida Statute 
163 provides criteria set to discourage Urban Sprawl. 
 
Mr. Esch stated Mr. Metcalf will be present at the Council meeting on Monday, March 
14th to answer questions.   
 
Council and staff engaged in discussion regarding advertising Special Planning 
Commission meeting held on February 19th.  Mr. Esch stated the meeting was advertised 
in the customary manner used for all meetings.  However, staff is exploring other means 
of advertising. 
 
Councilwoman Soldato inquired if the amendments are posted on the City’s website and 
if they are current.  
 
Staff explained the website is being updated and should be completed by the end of the 
week.  
 
Council agreed to place this item on the regular agenda. 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 6 – REQUISITION TO PURCHASE SIX (6) NEW 
COMPUTER WORKSTATIONS 
Mr. Esch explained this item did not require placement on the agenda  He read the 
following from the purchasing policy, Ordinance 2015-08, Sec. 2-3.82: 
 

 “Piggybacking or cooperative purchasing. Regardless of dollar value, the 
city manager may award a contract by using "piggybacking," or “cooperative 
purchasing” with other public entities, provided the purchase is made in the 
best interests of the city.” 
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Mr. Esch stated the computers are being purchased through a State contract and explained 
the “piggybacking” process.  He said the City is in desperate need of these computers 
because the XP operating system only supports up to Internet Explorer Version 8, which 
is incompatible with the latest Munis version.   The computers are currently budgeted for 
in this fiscal year.  
 
Council and staff engaged in brief discussion regarding the purchase of the computers 
and whether it would benefit the City to lease them. 
 
Mathew Baillargeon asked about the specifications and whether staff may consider 
purchasing them locally. 
 
Mr. Esch stated the City has considered this before, and in most instances the State 
contract was substantially less expensive, but he would provide the specs the following 
day.  
 
Mrs. Bowne said not that Council shouldn’t consider this option, but should keep in mind 
the bid process may be required if you elect not to go with State bid. 
 
Council agreed to place this item on the consent agenda. 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 7 – DISCUSSION – REPAYMENT OF INTERFUND LOAN 
FROM WATER AND SEWER FUNDS TO GREENLIGHT COMMUNICATIONS 
SERVICE – RESOLUTION #RES2012-29 
Mayor Whitt stated the repayment of this inter-fund loan is a challenge and has been 
since he took office. 
 
Mr. Esch stated this is a concern for us as staff and needs to be a concern of the citizens 
of Dunnellon.  He said it’s very important the public understand the ramifications and 
long term effects. He said Mrs. Smith consulted with Attorney Hand about establishing 
some type of repayment plan. 
 
Attorney Hand explained to Council that when the City took this action, it was acting 
under it’s proprietary powers, as a business rather than as a municipality.   He said the 
law treats each differently.  When a City is acting under it’s proprietary powers, it is 
allowed to make a profit and experience loses.  He said this resolution does not create a 
contractual obligation on the City to repay the loan.  He said it authorizes budget 
amendments payments.   
 
Attorney Hand further explained if there are to be payments through ad valorem taxes, it 
cannot be a payment plan of over a period of years.  He said it could be done by an 
annual appropriation, or an adjustment at the end of the budget year. 
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Councilman Dillon stated he would like the City to make a good faith effort to repay the 
utility fund by making an annual payment at the end of the fiscal year. 
 
Mrs. Smith stated the funds would be a transfer from the general fund, unrestricted, to 
water/sewer or capital replacement.   
 
Councilman Green requested Attorney Hand read Resolution #RES2012-29 #2 into the 
record. 
 
Attorney Hand read the following: 
 
“That an inter-fund loan from the Enterprise Water & Sewer Utility Reserve Funds to the 
Enterprise Greenlight Communications Fund in the amount of $1,478,430.00 is 
authorized at .01% per anum to be paid in its entirety by 2017.” 
 
Councilman Green asked Attorney Hand to read the date this resolution was adopted. 
 
Attorney Hand read:  “Upon motion duly made and carried, the foregoing resolution was 
adopted by the City Council of the City of Dunnellon this 13th day of November, 2012.” 
 
Councilman Green stated this document clearly states to him that the City of Dunnellon is 
clearly responsible for paying $1,478,430.00 into the enterprise water and sewer reserves 
by 2017.   
 
Council and staff engaged in lengthy discussion regarding the repayment of the funds to 
the water and sewer account. 
 
Burt Eno, 9220 SW 193rd Circle, Rainbow Springs, asked Attorney Hand if he was 
familiar with Florida Statute 350.81.  He said it’s very specific; that you cannot transfer 
monies between one enterprise fund and another.  He said whatever the City did; 
however they made this contract, they did something illegal, and it’s on the backs of the 
City to make this payment.  He said the City needs to honor it no matter where it gets the 
money. 
 
Councilwoman Soldato said she believes the City is responsible and according to what 
Mr. Eno is saying, it wasn’t done appropriately.  She stated this isn’t going to be easy to 
solve, but we are trying to figure out how we are going to fix it. 
  
Councilman Green suggested holding a joint meeting with the UAB and Council in a 
workshop fashion in an effort to create a solution that would be workable.  
 
Council and staff engaged in brief discussion. They agreed to hold a joint workshop at the 
next UAB meeting on March 21, 2016 at 3:00 p.m. with Attorney Hand present. 
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AGENDA ITEM NO. 8 – RESOLUTION #RES2016-10 – ELECTRONIC FILING 
FOR CAMPAIGN FINANCE REPORTS 
Mrs. Bowne stated Mr. Wesley Wilcox, Marion County Supervisor of Elections, notified 
the City that an electronic filing service for Campaign Financial Reports is available and 
they heavily encourage Council to consider the option allowing this process to become 
more automated.  Mrs. Bowne stated it would also provide more transparency, allowing 
the public to view the reports online through the website. 
  
Council agreed to place this item on the regular agenda. 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 9 – ORDINANCE #ORD2016-04, AMENDMENT TO 
SECTION 39 OF CITY’S CHARTER NEEDED TO COMPLY WITH FEDERAL 
REQUIREMENTS ROR MAILING OF OVERSEAS BALLOTS 
Mrs. Bowne stated Mr. Wesley Wilcox, Marion County Supervisor of Elections, notified 
the City that our run-off election date in our Charter does not provide adequate time to 
mail overseas ballots as required by Florida Statute. Mr. Wilcox indicated he requires a 
minimum of 70 days. 
 
Mrs. Bowne stated this was discussed at a prior meeting. She said this ordinance only 
handles the piece that affects the City’s Charter, if a run-off election is required.  She said 
the problem is it does not allow the Supervisor of Elections to meet the mandatory 
statutory requirement for oversea ballots. Mrs. Bowne said if Council wants to maintain a 
run-off election it would require moving the date to the third Tuesday in January.  
 
Mrs. Bowne explained there also is a conflict in the City’s Election Code, Section 26-
2(c), when new Council members will take office, which is the first meeting following 
the election.  She said the City cannot seat someone until the Supervisor of Elections has 
formally and officially certified the election results.  Mrs. Bowne said there could be an 
issue that requires a recount, and that could cause a delay.  She stated it is possible, 
Council’s first meeting following an election may not provide the Supervisor of Elections 
enough time to certify the results. She explained she will be bring an amending ordinance 
to Council to correct this. 
 
After discussion, Council directed staff to draft a referendum ordinance for a special run-
off election in the event of a tie, to be held the third Tuesday in January. 
 
Council agreed to place this item on the regular agenda. 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 10 – VOLUNTARY COOPERATION/OPERATIONAL 
ASSISTANCE AGREEMENT #AGR2016-15, CITRUS CO. 
Mrs. Bowne explained this agreement was approved by Council in their January council 
meeting.  She said when the agreement was returned for their signatures, Citrus County 
was not happy with the language in the paragraph discussing “Mass Arrests” in Section 
II, (a) 1.  She stated Citrus County amended the language in this section.   
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Councilwoman Soldato inquired about Section IV regarding each agency bearing their 
own liability, but doesn’t mention anything about holding each other harmless.   
Attorney Hand stated this section provides that each agency bear its own liability.  He 
said a hold harmless clause would not be advantageous for the City. 
 
Council agreed to place this item on the consent agenda. 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 11– DISCUSSION OF CONNECTION FEES FOR 180TH 
AVE. ROAD FORCE MAIN PROJECT. (P113) – CITY MANAGER 
Mr. Esch said stakeholder meetings have been held with the property owners, Marion 
County School Board members, FDEP and SWFWMD to discuss their intention or desire 
to connect to the proposed force main water/sewer connection.   He said one of the big 
support factors to FDEP and SWFWMD is the eco-friendly impact it will have on the 
surrounding rivers. He said due to the high rate of the sewer hook-up connection and 
capacity fees for the schools, they may not want to participate, which may prevent 
moving forward with this project.  
 
Mr. Esch explained he may be able to negotiate some type of payment plan with the 
School Board for the connection/capacity fees in order to proceed with the project. 
 
Council and staff engaged in lengthy discussion regarding the fees to the School Board. 
 
It was Council consensus to have Mr. Esch negotiate the fees. 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 12 – LOTS OF RECORD – COUNCILMAN DILLON 
Councilman Dillon explained an issue he encountered while attempting a building permit 
for property in the City.  He said the issue is created by the City’s Comp Plan and City 
Code.  He said seventy-five percent of the lots in the City cannot be built on because of 
the requirement that the lot be 8,500 square feet and have 85 feet of road frontage.    He 
stated when the Rainbow River Corridor Ordinance was adopted, lots of records were 
exempt. He said this was never the intent of the Comprehensive Planning Act.  He stated 
the Comprehensive Planning Act was for Urban Sprawl.   
 
Councilman Dillon requested staff prepare a proposed motion for April’s Council 
meeting to have Attorney Hand work with Mr. Metcalf to exempt lots of record for 
commercial and residential building purposes.  
 
Mrs. Bowne presented the proposed motion:  “I move the City Attorney work with staff, 
Mr. Metcalf and the Planning Commission to exempt lots of record for building 
purposes.”  
 
Council and staff engaged in brief discussion regarding the hiring of Mr. Metcalf for 
items that do not fall under the grant.   
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Attorney Hand explained the contracting of a planner would require a RFP if it’s over 
$5,000.  
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 13 – VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT – COUNCILMAN 
DILLON 
Councilman Dillon discussed a positive meeting he had with Interim Fire Chief Slattery 
regarding the Dunnellon Fire Rescue Department.  He said they also discussed the 
donation of funds for tires for one of the trucks.  
 
Councilman Dillon stated he would have preferred to see the Community Thrift Shop 
donation benefit a charity and not the City.  He felt the City has an obligation to fund the 
needs of the City departments. 
 
Council and staff also engaged in a lengthy discussion with Interim Chief Slattery 
explaining the history of the volunteer fire department and the procedure of 
accepting/disbursing donated funds, including signers on the volunteer accounts. 
 
Interim Chief Slattery discussed the establishment of the 501c3 account and stated it was 
set up for the purpose of taking in donated funds and disbursing them as needed. 
 
Brenda D’Arville, resident and financial advisor, stated she thinks where the fire 
department may have gotten off track was they filed under the wrong IRS code.  She 
stated the 501c3 is strictly for charitable organizations, so therefore funds had to be used 
for charitable purposes.  She suggested revising the application with the Internal Revenue 
Service under the correct section. 
 
Mayor Whitt thanked the Community Thrift Shop for the donation and said it was a 
wonderful gesture on their behalf.  He said they are a wonder group and the ladies should 
be commended.  
 
Councilman Dillon stated he’s not taking anything away from them, just if he had his 
choice, he would have preferred Interim Chief Slattery ask Council for a budget 
amendment for the $2,000, rather than to accepting money that could be used at another 
charitable organization. 
 
Interim Chief Slattery stated he understands our budgets are extremely tight, so when the 
Community Thrift Shop was willing to donate the money for a specific reason, he took 
advantage of it.  However, he said in the future, he will bring it to the attention of 
Council. 
 
Councilwoman Soldato thanked Interim Chief Slattery for an admirable effort and 
explained the need for clarity.  She suggested consulting with Council first in the future 
on such matters. 
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Randy Robinson, 19184 SW St. Lawrence Drive, discussed the changes in the volunteer 
fire department since it was started.  
 
Council and staff engaged in discussion regarding the process of hiring volunteers.  
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 14 – DISCUSSION REGARDING CITY FINANCIALS – 
COUNCILWOMAN SOLDATO 
Councilwoman Soldato stated according to City Code, it is her understanding in order to 
look into the City’s finances she would need the authorization from Council. She said 
after reviewing the debt, revenue and revenue loss, she would like to hold some very 
specific workshops to present her findings and offer the public opportunity to ask 
questions.  She said at least three workshops would be required.  
 
Mrs. Bowne said she doesn’t want Council to think they need each others’ permission to 
obtain information.  She stated it is her understanding that Councilwoman Soldato is 
asking to act as liaison to work with staff and perhaps proceed in a more assertive role 
than the traditional council member would. Mrs. Bowne stated the Code of Conduct 
states anything staff gives to one council member will be given to each council member.  
This may involve staff providing information to her that she would report back to 
Council, or she could direct staff as to what she wanted shared out with Council or in a 
public forum.  
 
Council directed Mrs. Bowne to prepare a motion authorizing Councilwoman Soldato to 
act as a finance Council liaison. 
 
Council agreed to place this item on the consent agenda. 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 15– CITY SIGNAGE UPDATE – MAYOR WHITT 
Mrs. Esch stated he was invited by Marion County to attend a meeting Monday, March 
14th at 11:00 to discuss city signage. He accepted the invitation and will provide a report.  
 
Mr. Esch said he addressed the required CRA amendments with Attorney Hand who will 
research using CRA funds for the signage as an option. 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 16 – TDC APPOINTMENT – MAYOR WHITT 
Mayor Whitt stated he was approached by Marion County’s TPO committee to serve as 
liaison for the City.   
 
Council and staff engaged in discussion regarding the vacancies and procedure for 
appointing liaisons to different committees.  Council decided to review the list and 
address the liaison assignments during the Council meeting of Monday, March 14, 2016. 
 
Mayor Whitt stated he will attend the TDC meeting on March 17, 2016. 
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AGENDA ITEM NO. 17– CITY COUNCIL LIAISON ASSIGNMENTS – MAYOR 
WHITT 
This item will be placed on the agenda for the Council meeting on Monday, March 14th. 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 18– COUNCIL COMMENTS 
Councilman Green discussed the markers and flags being placed in the cemetery for the 
veterans who have passed.  He said earlier this week he met with Vice-Commander John 
Taylor from the American Legion Post and learned that the Legion is in need of 
additional flags for veteran’s graves.  Mr. Taylor stated they will use their reserve balance 
and then will reach out to the community for funding the flags. 
 
Councilman Green asked Mr. Esch for an update on the fire assessment study. 
 
Mr. Esch stated he was contacted by Tindal & Oliver requesting a conference call  to 
review their findings. 
 
Council and staff engaged in discussion on targeted workshops in place of regular 
scheduled meetings. 
 
Councilman Green said he attends meetings and is involved with Dunnellon High School.  
He said the Morgridge Family Foundation has recognized Dunnellon High School as one 
of eleven (11) high schools nationwide to be awarded the Student Support Foundation 
(SSF) Grant.  He said some of the students and sponsors will be present during the next 
Council meeting to accept a proclamation which will be read and presented to students 
and faculty. 
 
Councilwoman Soldato stated she also attended the meeting at Dunnellon High School 
and said the students are very excited about running this foundation.  She said there was 
discussion regarding possibly having student government representation at our Council 
meetings.  
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 19– CITY MANAGER COMMENTS 
Mr. Esch provided his report on the following: 

• Two (2) agreements piggy-backing from other municipalities for sludge hauling 
and chlorine cylinders 

• Records management days  
• Cemetery road; collecting bids 
• Positions filled in the Finance Department and the Police Department 
• Hotel opened; brief discussion regarding hotel sign 
• Business activity; generating interest 
• Regions sold the bond the City had with them regarding the Greenlight settlement  
• Rainbow River Ranch hearing March 10th in Daytona 
• Update on CBG Grant regarding the water-main project; gopher tortoises required 

to be relocated 
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• Mr. Eno’s letter in Riverland News regarding the City using bond proceeds to 
repay the refund to Rainbow Springs’ customers; Mr. Esch wanted to go on 
record to say it is false. 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 20– PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Public comments were received from the following: 

• Louise Kenny, 19970 Ibis Court, discussed Item #5, EAR Based Comp Plan 
amendments and the Planning Commission special meeting of Friday, February 
19, 2016. She also requested each Council member read Mr. Metcalf updates 
before transmitting it. 

• Mary Ann Hilton, 12078 Palmetto Court, discussed Item #5 and the Planning 
Commission special meeting of Friday, February 19, 2016. 

• William Maguire, 20202 Quail Run Drive, discussed the Rainbow River and his 
concerns regarding capacity.  He also discussed the issues in Dunnellon and stated 
the public needs to know what the priorities are for the City.   

• Richard Hancock, 11551 Camp Drive, stated he agreed with Mr. Maguire 
regarding the City needing to have priorities.  Mr. Hancock discussed the EAR 
Based amendments and the Planning Commission meetings. 
 

Council and staff engaged in brief discussion regarding the process of hiring a planner to 
update the Comp Plan.    
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:46 p.m.  
 
 
Attest:  
 
_________________________                              _______________________________      
Dawn Bowne, MMC                                               Nathan Whitt, Mayor  
City Clerk 
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CITY OF DUNNELLON 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 
DATE:     February 8, 2016 
TIME:      5:30 p.m. 
PLACE:   City Hall 

     20750 River Dr., Dunnellon, FL  34431 
 
CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Mayor Whitt called the meeting to order at approximately 5:36 p.m. and led the Council in 
the Pledge of Allegiance.  Tom Welch provided the invocation. 
   
ROLL CALL  
The following members answered present at roll call: 
Nathan Whitt, Mayor, Seat 1 
Vacant, Vice-Mayor, Seat 2 
Chuck Dillon, Councilman, Seat 3 
Walter Green, Councilman, Seat 4 
Penny Fleeger, Councilwoman, Seat 5 (arrived at 6:00 p.m.) 
 
STAFF PRESENT 
Eddie Esch, City Manager 
Dawn Bowne, City Clerk 
Jan Smith, Finance Officer  
Lt. Todd Spicher, MCSO 
Lynn Wyland, Staff Assistant 
 
STAFF ABSENT 
Lt. Troy Slattery, Interim Fire Chief 
 
LEGAL COUNSEL 
Andrew Hand 
Shepard, Smith & Cassady 
 
PROOF OF PUBLICATION  
Mrs. Bowne announced for the record the agenda for this meeting was posted on the City’s 
website and City Hall bulletin board on Friday, February 5, 2016. 
 
Mayor Whitt called for public comments on agenda items only. 
There were none. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

1. City Council Workshop Minutes 
December 9, 2015 
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2. City Council Minutes 
January 11, 2016 
 

3. Approve Proclamation #PRO2016-02, Engineers Week 
 

4. Appoint William Maguire to an Unexpired Term as a 2nd Alternate of the Planning 
Commission Effective 2/8/2016; Term to Expire 10/11/2016 
 

5. Re-Appoint Dane Myers to a Three-Year Term as a Regular Member of the 
Historic Board Effective 1/14/2016; Term to Expire 1/14/2019 

 
6. Re-Appoint Linda Fernandez to a Three-Year Term as a Regular Member of the 

Historic Board Effective 1/14/2016; Term to Expire 1/14/2019 
 

7. Re-Appoint Wilbur VanWyck to a Three-Year Term as a Regular Member of the 
Planning Commission Effective 1/14/2016; Term to Expire 1/14/2019 

 
8. Authorize Staff to Apply for Grants for the 125th Anniversary Park and Authorize 

Mayor to Sign any Documents Required by Entities Authorizing Such Application 
 

(Note:  Motion to approve items on the consent agenda is a motion to approve the 
recommended actions.) 
 
Councilman Dillon moved the consent agenda be approved as presented.  Councilman Green 
seconded the motion and all were in favor.  The vote was 3-0. 
 
REGULAR AGENDA 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 9 – SPECIAL PRESENTATION BY DUNNELLON CITY 
COUNCIL TO THE COMMUNITY THRIFT SHOP 
Mayor Whitt presented a certificate of appreciation to Karen Keen and Beverly Carroll of 
the Dunnellon Community Thrift Shop, which he read:  
 
“Presented to Dunnellon Community Thrift Shop. In recognition of and appreciation for 
your contribution to ensure the safety of our first responders & the general public.  
Dunnellon City Council and Dunnellon Volunteer Fire Rescue, Inc., February 8th, 2016.” 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 10 – PRESENTATION OF PROCLAMATION #PRO2016-02, 
ENGINEERS WEEK – AMBER GARTNER WITH FOREST CHAPTER OF THE 
FLORIDA ENGINEERING SOCIETY 
Mayor Whitt read the following into the record: 

 
“PROCLAMATION #PRO2016-02 

National Engineers Week 
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WHEREAS, National Engineers Week, founded in 1951 by the National Society of 
Professional Engineers, is always celebrated at the time of George Washington’s birthday in 
February because he was our first president and a military engineer; and 

 
WHEREAS, Engineers use their scientific and technical skills to the advancement and 
betterment of human welfare; and  
 
WHEREAS, Engineers are dedicated to ensuring a diverse, vigorous and well educated 
workforce by increasing interest in engineering and technology oriented careers; and 
 
WHEREAS Engineers are encouraging our young math and science students to realize the 
practical power of their knowledge; and 
 
WHEREAS National Engineers Week promotes the importance of high level of math, 
science and technology literacy, and motivates youth to pursue engineering careers; and 
 
WHEREAS, the theme of National Engineers Week in 2016 is “Let’s Make a Difference”; 

 
NOW THEREFORE, the City of Dunnellon, Florida, does hereby proclaim February 21-27, 
2016, as  

ENGINEERS WEEK 
 
PASSED AND PROCLAIMED this 8th day of February 2016.” 
 
Amber Gartner, President of the Florida Engineering Society and an employee of Kimley-
Horn, accepted the proclamation.  
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 11 – QUASI-JUDICIAL HEARING – APPLICATION 
#PZ1516-024 BY ROBERT JEWETT – ANGLER’S RESORT MOTEL FOR 
VARIANCE #VAR2016-01 LOCATED AT 12189 S. WILLIAMS STREET 
(Notification to Applicant and Adjacent Property Owners on 1/22/16) 
Mayor Whitt stated, “All persons wishing to address the City Council will be asked to limit 
their comments to the specific subject being addressed.  Public opinions and input are valued 
by the Council.  However, it is requested that comments are directed at specific issues rather 
than personal comments directed toward the Council members or staff in order to foster 
mutual respect between council members and the public. 
 
Members of the public in attendance at public forums should listen courteously and 
attentively to all public discussions before the body; and focus on the business at hand. They 
shall refrain from interrupting other speakers; making personal comments not germane to 
the business of the body; or otherwise interfering with the orderly conduct of meetings.” 
 
Mayor Whitt gaveled down and stated, “It is now 5:47 p.m. and I close the regular meeting 
and open the quasi-judicial hearing to discuss: 
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Application #PZ1516-024 for Variance #VAR2016-01 Approval, Notification to Applicant 
by Email and Mail and Adjacent Property Owners by Mail on 1/22/2016. 
 
At the conclusion of this hearing, the City Council of the City of Dunnellon will make a 
decision whether or not to approve Variance #VAR2016-01 for Application #PZ1516-024. 
 
All witnesses sworn in and all evidence presented under oath will be subject to cross-
examination.  All persons presenting evidence will state their name and residence address 
for the record.  All documentary evidence will be marked as an exhibit and maintained as a 
part of the record if accepted by the board.  
 
The applicant is seeking a variance for off-street parking for Angler’s Resort Motel.  
 
The Planning Commission heard this request on February 2, 2016 and found the application 
to be consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and recommended approval with provisions.” 
 
Mayor Whitt asked the City Attorney to swear in the witnesses.  
 
Attorney Hand asked all who wish to present evidence to stand at the same time and he 
administered the oath.  
 
Mayor Whitt asked Council members for any disclosure of contact, ex-parte 
communications or other evidence. Councilman Green and Mayor Whitt stated they had 
none.  Councilman Dillon said he talked to Mr. Esch, Lonnie Smith, Attorney Cassady and 
the owners to better understand the request.  Attorney Hand asked Councilman Dillon if any 
of the ex-parte communications would prejudice him in any way from making a fair and 
impartial decision based on what he hears tonight.  Councilman Dillon replied no. 
 
Mr. Smith reviewed the following staff report: 
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Mr. Esch explained there is a difference in the development order and he wanted to explain 
the change to the members of the Planning Commission who are present at this meeting the 
change.  He said there was an issue regarding a lease between Blue Gator and whomever 
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Mr. Jewett was going to lease the parking spaces from.  He said when the Planning 
Commission approved the variance, the lease terms were part of the approval.  He said in the 
development order, some lease terms have been altered/changed with additional provisions 
to add security and not burden or encumber the lessor’s property.  He stated it’s different but 
serves the same purpose. 
 
Mayor Whitt said it was edited to benefit the property owner so they are not encumbered in 
case there was a change in the property. 
 
Councilman Dillon asked the owner, Mr. Jewett, if he was comfortable with the 
development order. 
 
Mr. Jewett replied yes. 
 
Councilman Dillon asked Attorney Hand when a building permit could be issued.   
 
Attorney Hand replied the development order becomes a legal document upon approval. 
 
Mayor Whitt asked if there was any further presentation by applicant.  There was none. 
 
Mayor Whitt called for presentation of evidence from the public.  There was none. 
 
Mayor Whitt gaveled down and said, “It is now 6:05 p.m. and I close the Quasi Judicial 
hearing held to discuss variance approval (#VAR2016-01) as part of Application PZ1516-
024, and reopen the February 8th council meeting.” 
 
Councilwoman Fleeger arrived at the meeting approximately 6:00 p.m. 
 
Attorney Hand asked Councilwoman Fleeger if she had any ex-parte communication.  She 
stated she had none. 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 12 – CONSIDERATION OF DEVELOPMENT ORDER 
#DOR2016-01, REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF VARIANCE #VAR2016-01, 
ANGLER’S RESORT MOTEL APPLICATION PZ1516-024 12189 S. WILLIAMS ST 
Councilman Dillon moved to approve the Development Order #DOR2016-01, request for 
approval of Variance #VAR2016-01 Angler’s Resort Motel application PZ1516-024, 12189 
S. Williams Street.  Councilman Green seconded the motion.   
 
Councilman Green discussed Item 18 on Page 3 of the Shared Parking Agreement. 
  
Mr. Esch stated the Shared Parking Agreement is no longer valid.  The development order 
provided an alternative method of addressing the off-site parking issue. 
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Attorney Hand explained the agreement was suggested by Attorney Cassady if the 
Development order was not written the way it is reads now.  He said the Shared Parking 
Agreement is part of Council’s packet, but is no longer relevant.  Attorney Hand said it is 
not part of the Development order as written. 
 
Councilman Dillon said he thinks the language is fine. 
 
Mrs. Bowne explained the Council’s backup documents.  She said the documents in Tab 11 
provided the history of what was submitted for the variance.  The documents in Tab 12 are 
the decision making process.  
 
Mayor Whitt asked if there was further discussion.  There was none. 
 
The vote was taken and all were in favor.  The vote was 4-0. 
 
The Development order was executed, notarized and a copy was provided to the owners to 
allow them to move forward with the building permit. 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 13 – AGREEMENT #AGR2016-12 WITH GWP 
CONSTRUCTION, INC AND NOTICE TO PROCEED FOR CHOICE HOTEL 
WATER MAIN EXTENSION 
Councilman Dillon moved the Mayor be authorized to sign Agreement #AGR2016-12 with 
GWP Construction, Inc. and Notice to Proceed for the Choice Hotel Water Main extension 
project.  Councilman Green seconded the motion. 
 
Council and staff engaged in brief discussion regarding the location of the water main 
extension. 
 
The vote was taken and all were in favor.  The vote was 4-0. 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 14 – STATEMENT OF NET POSITION – PRESENTATION 
OF FINANCIAL BALANCE SHEET – JAN SMITH 
Mrs. Smith provided the following PowerPoint presentation: 
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Council and staff engaged in lengthy discussion regarding the water/sewer fund and 
repayment of bond debt. 
 
Councilman Dillon requested placing an item on the next workshop agenda to discuss the 
repayment of funds to the water/sewer fund and bond debt. 
 
Councilman Green directed staff to provide Attorney Hand a copy of the note to review.  
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 15 – AMENDMENT TO AGREEMENT #AGR2012-68, RIO 
VISTA WASTEWATER DECOMMISSIONING 
Councilman Green moved to authorize the Mayor to sign Amendment #3 to Agreement 
#AGR2012-68–FDEP Grant Agreement #SG420900.  Councilman Dillon seconded the 
motion.  Mayor Whitt called for discussion. 
 
Mr. Esch explained this document represents the final closeout documents from FDEP for 
the Rio Vista Wastewater Decommissioning project.  He said the project costs came in less 
than the grant amount of $938,206 and this amendment is adjusting the total cost of the 
project to $914,294.  He stated FDEP requires the execution of this amendment to close out 
the grant. 
 
The vote was taken and all were in favor.  The vote was 4-0. 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 16 – FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE #ORD2016-02, 
MYERS REZONING #REZ2015-02, APPLICATION PZ1516-022, 20799 WALNUT 
ST. 
Councilman Dillon moved Ordinance #ORD2016-02 be read by title only.  Councilman 
Green seconded the motion.  The vote was taken and all were in favor.  The vote was 4-0. 
 
Mrs. Bowne read the following into the record: 
 

“ORDINANCE #ORD2016-02 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF DUNNELLON, FLORIDA; CHANGING 
THE ZONING CLASSIFICATION FROM RESIDENTIAL BUSINESS 
OFFICE (RBO) TO CENTRAL BUSINESS (B-3) OF THAT PARCEL (LOT 
1846) COMPRISING .14 ACRES LOCATED AT THE NORTHEAST 
CORNER OF THE WALNUT STREET AND CEDAR STREET 
INTERSECTION; PROVIDING DIRECTIONS TO THE CITY MANAGER; 
PROVIDING FINDINGS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING 
FOR THE REPEAL OF INCONSISTENT ORDINANCES; AND PROVIDING 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.” 

 
Councilman Dillon moved Ordinance #ORD2016-02 be approved.  Councilman Green 
seconded the motion.   
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Mayor Whitt called for discussion. 
 
Mrs. Bowne advised Council this is a Quasi-Judicial process.  She said Council normally 
would wait to discuss details of case during the quasi-judicial hearing.  
 
Attorney Hand stated Council can have discussion tonight, but they would be obligated to 
disclose in the ex-parte communication at the hearing.   
 
Councilman Dillon recommended Planning Commission look at the uses and expanding 
them in the RBO district. 
 
Council engaged in brief discussion. 
 
The vote was taken and all were in favor.  The vote was 4-0. 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 17 – APPROVE RESOLUTION #RES2016-04, SOUTH LEVY 
RECREATION AREA 
Councilman Green moved Resolution #RES2016-04 be read by title only.  Councilman 
Dillon seconded the motion.  The vote was taken and all were in favor.  The vote was 4-0. 
 
Mrs. Bowne read the following into the record: 
 

“RESOLUTION #RES2016-04 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF DUNNELLON, FLORIDA, 
SUPPORTING PROPOSALS FOR THE SOUTH LEVY RECREATIONAL 
AREA IMPROVEMENTS IN AND AROUND THE CROSS FLORIDA 
BARGE CANAL AND SURROUNDING REGIONS; RECOGNIZING THE 
RESULTING OPPORTUNITY FOR COOPERATION BETWEEN THE 
TOWN OF INGLIS, THE TOWN OF YANKEETOWN, LEVY COUNTY AND 
CITRUS COUNTY REGARDING THE SAME; APPROVING SUCH 
COOPERATION IN CONCEPT; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.”   

 
Councilman Dillon moved Resolution #RES2016-04 be approved.  Councilman Green 
seconded the motion. Mayor Whitt called for discussion. 
 
Councilman Dillon wanted to reiterate that this resolution does not encumber any funds 
from the City of Dunnellon.   
 
Mayor Whitt stated this resolution only expresses Council’s support and approval of the 
concept.  He emphasized the coalition is not asking for funding; they want to include the 
City of Dunnellon only as a partnership. 
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The vote was taken and all were in favor.  The vote was 4-0. 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 18 – APPROVE RESOLUTION #RES2016-05, SURPLUS 
PROPERTY  
Councilman Dillon moved Resolution #RES2016-05 be read by title only.  Councilman 
Green seconded the motion.  The vote was taken and all were in favor.  The vote was 4-0. 
 
Mrs. Bowne read the following into the record: 
 

“RESOLUTION #RES2016-05 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF DUNNELLON, FLORIDA, DECLARING 
CERTAIN PROPERTY AS SURPLUS AND PROVIDING FOR DISPOSAL 
THEREOF.” 

 
Councilman Dillon moved Resolution #RES2016-05 be approved.  Councilman Green 
seconded the motion.  Mayor Whitt called for discussion.  There was none. 
 
The vote was taken and all were in favor.  The vote was 4-0. 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 19 – COUNCIL LIAISON REPORTS AND COMMENTS 
Councilman Dillon and staff engaged in discussion regarding the purchase of tires for the 
fire truck with donated funds.  Mrs. Smith explained the finance/accounting process for this 
type of transaction.  
 
Mayor Whitt stated he was approached by Marion County’s TPO committee to serve as 
liaison for the City.  Council and staff engaged in discussion regarding the procedure for 
appointing liaisons to different committees.  Council agreed there is an urgency to address 
the liaison appointments, particularly the TDC, Chamber of Commerce and the BMAP.  
Council agreed to address these at the next workshop. 
  
Councilman Green invited all to participate in the Friends of Dunnellon’s annual clean-up 
project at the Community Civic Club Cemetery on February 20, 2016 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 20 – CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
Council and staff engaged in brief discussion regarding the following: 

• Cemetery/Annexation   
• Tour boat docked at Swampy’s Restaurant  
• Surplus refund 
• FMIT-FLOC Annual audit 
• Upcoming Charter amendments regarding Supervisor of Election. 

 
Mr. Esch provided his report on the following: 
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• Special Planning Commission meeting on Friday, February 19, 2016, at 5:30, with a 
presentation provided by Ken Metcalf, Planning Consultant for the Comprehensive 
Plan 

• Stakeholder meeting will be held on February 18, 2016 with Marion County School 
Board 

• Police Chief interviews to be held on February 12th and 15th 
• City Hall closing on March 2nd and 3rd for records management 
• Lengthy call with Mr. Metcalf regarding annexation east of town near the airport 

 
Council and staff engaged in brief discussion regarding the updating of the City’s Fee 
Structure. 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 21 –CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT 
Attorney Cassady stated the Oral Argument is scheduled for March 10, 2016 for the 
Rainbow River Ranch case.  
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 21 – ADJOURNMENT 
At approximately 7:47 p.m. Councilman Dillon moved the February 8, 2016 City Council 
meeting be adjourned. Councilwoman Fleeger seconded.  All members voted in favor.  The 
motion passed 4-0. 
 
Attest:  
 
_________________________                              _______________________________      
Dawn Bowne, MMC                                               Nathan Whitt, Mayor  
City Clerk 
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CITY OF DUNNELLON 
SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 
DATE:     February 17, 2016 
TIME:      Following the 4:00 p.m. Special Council Workshop  
PLACE:   City Hall 

     20750 River Dr., Dunnellon, FL  34431 
 
CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Mayor Whitt called the meeting to order at approximately 5:48 p.m. and led the Council in 
the Pledge of Allegiance.  A member of the audience provided the invocation. 
   
ROLL CALL  
The following members answered present at roll call: 
Nathan Whitt, Mayor, Seat 1 
Vacant, Seat 2 
Chuck Dillon, Councilman, Seat 3 
Walter Green, Councilman, Seat 4 
Penelope Fleeger, Councilwoman, Seat 5 
 
STAFF PRESENT 
Eddie Esch, City Manager 
Dawn Bowne, City Clerk 
Mandy Roberts, Assistant City Clerk 
 
LEGAL COUNSEL 
None 
 
PROOF OF PUBLICATION  
Mrs. Bowne announced for the record the agenda for this meeting was posted on the City’s 
website and City Hall bulletin board on Friday, February 5, 2016.  Mrs. Bowne stated the 
agenda was amended on 2/15/16 to add applications to Item #1. 
 
Mayor Whitt pointed out although it does not appear on her application, Council applicant 
Valerie Porter-Hanchar currently serves on the City’s Citizen Advisory Task Force. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Mrs. Virginia Saalman thanked everyone for the well wishes and concern for her ailing 
husband. 
 
REGULAR AGENDA 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 1 – REVIEW APPLICATIONS FOR APPOINTMENT TO 
CITY COUNCIL SEAT NUMBER TWO (2) PER CITY’S CHARTER (Amended to 
add applications) 
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Mayor Whitt stated he was impressed with all three applications.  Councilmen Dillon and 
Green concurred. 
 
Council discussed the backgrounds and qualifications of all three candidates and expressed a 
desire to appoint someone with a strong financial background. 
 
Councilman Green moved to appoint Rick Hancock to City Council Seat #2 until the next 
regular or special election.  The motion died for lack of a second. 
 
Councilman Dillon moved to appoint Johanna Soldato to City Council Seat #2 until the next 
regular or special election.  Councilwoman Fleeger seconded the motion.  The vote was taken 
and all were in favor.  The vote was 4-0. 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 1(A) – WALK ON ITEM – MAYOR WHITT 
Mayor Whitt encouraged the Council to authorize staff to prepare a special presentation 
recognizing Dunnellon High School Alumni and Super Bowl Champion, Lerentee McCray of 
the Denver Broncos, by providing him with a key to the City. 
 
Councilman Green moved to authorize staff to prepare a key to the City for presentation to 
Dunnellon High School Alumni and Super Bowl Champion, Lerentee McCray of the Denver 
Broncos.  Councilman Dillon seconded the motion.  The vote was taken and all were in 
favor.  The vote was 4-0. 
 
Councilman Green stated that there are plans for Lerentee to visit Dunnellon very soon, and 
he would keep the Council apprised of any new details. 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 2 – ADJOURN 
At approximately 6:05 p.m. Councilman Dillon moved the February 17, 2016 Special City 
Council meeting be adjourned. Councilman Green seconded.  All members voted in favor.  
The motion passed 4-0. 
 
 
 
Attest:  
 
_________________________                              _______________________________      
Dawn Bowne, MMC                                               Nathan Whitt, Mayor  
City Clerk 
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CITY OF DUNNELLON 
SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 
DATE:     March 9, 2016 
TIME:      5:15 p.m. 
PLACE:   City Hall 

     20750 River Dr., Dunnellon, FL  34431 
 
CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Mayor Whitt called the meeting to order at approximately 5:22 p.m. and led the Council in 
the Pledge of Allegiance. Councilman Green stated Linda Robinson Stephens, a long-time 
resident passed away.  Councilman Green and Councilman Dillon provided some history and 
background about Mrs. Stephens and her family.   Marylin Welch provided the invocation. 
   
ROLL CALL  
The following members answered present at roll call: 
Nathan Whitt, Mayor, Seat 1 
Vacant, Vice-Mayor, Seat 2  
Chuck Dillon, Councilman, Seat 3 
Walter Green, Councilman, Seat 4 
Vacant, Seat 5 
 
STAFF PRESENT 
Eddie Esch, City Manager 
Dawn Bowne, City Clerk 
Jan Smith, Finance Officer  
Chief Mike Mcquaig, Police Department 
Lt. Todd Spicher, MCSO 
Lt. Troy Slattery, Interim Fire Chief 
Lynn Wyland, Staff Assistant 
 
LEGAL COUNSEL 
Andrew Hand 
Shepard, Smith & Cassady 
 
PROOF OF PUBLICATION  
Mrs. Bowne announced for the record the agenda for this meeting was posted on the City’s 
website and City Hall bulletin board on Friday, March 4, 2016. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Mathew Baillargeon 22637 SW Surf Blvd., Ocala, welcomed Councilwoman Soldato and 
commended her for stepping up to fill this position. 
 
Mr. Esch explained to those in attendance, that the microphone stand broke, but the 
microphone is on. 
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REGULAR AGENDA 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 1 – OATH OF OFFICE 
Mayor Whitt explained this is a brief meeting to give the “Oath of Office” to Johanna 
Soldato who will fill Seat 2, vacated by the resignation of Vice-Mayor Evans, until the next 
general election.  
 
Ms. Soldato introduced her fiancé Mr. Maguire, who will administer the oath of office.  Ms. 
Soldato repeated the Oath of Office before the general public, City Council, and the City 
Clerk as follows: 
 
“I, Johanna Soldato, a citizen of the State of Florida and of the United States of America, 
being employed by and officer of the City of Dunnellon and a recipient of public funds as 
such employee and officer, do hereby solemnly swear or affirm that I will support the 
constitution of the United States and of the State of Florida.” 
 
Mayor Whitt thanked Councilwoman Soldato for her willingness to serve on the City 
Council. 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 2 – APPOINTMENT TO CITY COUNCIL SEAT NUMBER 
FIVE (5) PER CITY’S CHARTER – COUNCILMAN DILLON 
Councilman Dillon moved Rick Hancock be appointed to City Council Seat #5 until the next 
regular or special election.  Councilman Green seconded the motion. 
 
Council and staff engaged in brief discussion regarding administering the oath of office to 
Mr. Hancock. 
 
Mrs. Bowne and Attorney Hand clarified the language in the City’s Code as being at “the 
next regular Council meeting.” 
 
It was Council’s consensus to move forward and administer the oath of office at the next 
regular meeting to be held on March 14, 2016 
 
The vote was taken and all were in favor.  The vote was 4-0. 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 3 – APPOINTMENT OF VICE-MAYOR – COUNCILMAN 
DILLON 
Councilman Dillon moved Councilman Green be appointed as Vice-Mayor until November 
2016.  Councilwoman Soldato seconded the motion.   
 
Councilman Dillon stated he has all the confidence in Councilman Green to hand this 
position. 
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Councilman Green thanked Councilman Dillon for his comments and said he would be 
honored to serve as the Vice-Mayor of his hometown. 
The vote was taken and was 3-0, with Councilman Green abstaining. 
 
Council and staff engaged in brief discussion whether Councilman Green was obligated to 
vote.    
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 4 – ADJOURN 
At approximately 5:38 p.m. Councilman Dillon moved the March 9, 2016 Special City 
Council meeting be adjourned.  Councilwoman Soldato seconded.  All members voted in 
favor.  The motion passed 4-0. 
 
Mayor Whitt reopened the Special Council meeting at 5:47 p.m. to reconsider the motion for 
Item #3.   
 
It was decided Councilman Green could vote in order to avoid the requirement to complete 
Form 8B, Memorandum Voting Conflict, since this is not a measurement that inures to his 
special private gain or loss. 
 
Mayor Whitt asked Councilman Dillon and Councilwoman Soldato if their motion still 
stands regarding appointing Councilman Green as Vice-Mayor.  Both replied yes.  The vote 
was taken and all were in favor.  The vote was 4-0. 
 
At approximately 5:48 p.m., Councilman Dillon moved the March 9, 2016 Special City 
Council meeting be adjourned.  Councilwoman Soldato seconded.  All members voted in 
favor.  The motion passed 4-0. 
 
 
Attest:  
 
_________________________                              _______________________________      
Dawn Bowne, MMC                                               Nathan Whitt, Mayor  
City Clerk 
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CITY OF DUNNELLON 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 
DATE:     March 14, 2016 
TIME:      5:30 p.m. 
PLACE:   City Hall 

     20750 River Dr., Dunnellon, FL  34431 
 
CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Vice-Mayor Green called the meeting to order at approximately 5:30 p.m. and led the 
Council in the Pledge of Allegiance.  Mayor Whitt arrived and Vice-Mayor Green passed 
the gavel.  Tom Welch provided the invocation. 
   
ROLL CALL  
The following members answered present at roll call: 
Nathan Whitt, Mayor, Seat 1  
Johanna Soldato, Councilwoman, Seat 2 
Chuck Dillon, Councilman, Seat 3 
Walter Green, Vice-Mayor, Seat 4 
Richard Hancock, Councilman, Seat 5 
 
STAFF PRESENT 
Eddie Esch, City Manager 
Dawn Bowne, City Clerk 
Lonnie Smith, Community Development Director 
Chief Mike McQuaig, Police Department 
Mandy Roberts, Assistant City Clerk 
Ken Metcalf, AICP, Stearns Weaver Miller Weissler Alhadeff & Sitterson, P.A. 
 
LEGAL COUNSEL 
Andrew Hand 
Shepard, Smith & Cassady 
 
PROOF OF PUBLICATION  
Mrs. Bowne announced for the record the agenda for this meeting was posted on the City’s 
website and City Hall bulletin board on Friday, March 11, 2016. 
 
OATH OF OFFICE FOR SEAT 5 – RICHARD D. HANCOCK 
Mrs. Bowne administered the oath of office to Mr. Hancock who will fill Seat #5, vacated 
by the resignation of Penelope Fleeger, until the next general election.  Mr. Hancock 
repeated the Oath of Office before the general public, City Council, and the City Clerk as 
follows: 
 
“I, Richard Hancock, a citizen of the State of Florida and of the United States of America, 
being employed by and officer of the City of Dunnellon and a recipient of public funds as 
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such employee and officer, do hereby solemnly swear or affirm that I will support the 
constitution of the United States and of the State of Florida.” 
 
Mayor Whitt thanked Councilman Hancock for his willingness to serve on the City Council. 
 
CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS REGARDING AGENDA: 
Mayor Whitt asked to add an agenda item to discuss the property contiguous to the Chamber 
of Commerce, and authorize staff to negotiate with the property owner. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
No comments were received from the public. 
 
Councilman Dillon thanked the prayer group that meets on Mondays.  He said he feels they 
have had a positive effect on what is happening in the City.  He also thanked Vice-Mayor 
Green for re-instilling in him what it means to be a citizen of Dunnellon and what it means 
to be a part of this great community.  Councilman Dillon said he truly respects his sense of 
community and he appreciates all of the work that Vice-Mayor Green has done. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

1. City Council Workshop Minutes 
January 6, 2016 
February 3, 2016 
 

2. City Council Minutes 
December 14, 2015 
 

3. Approved Proclamation #PRO2016-03, Dunnellon High School Student Support 
Foundation Club 

 
4. Approve Proclamation #PRO2016-04, Declaring Boomtown Days 

 
5. Appoint Councilwoman Soldato as Finance Liaison to Work with Staff on 

Financial Matters of the City and Gather Information in Order to Hold Public 
Information Workshops and Make Recommendations to Council 

 
6. Authorize Mayor to Sign Voluntary Cooperation/Operational Assistance 

Agreement #AGR2016-15 with Citrus County Sheriff’s Office 
 

7. Authorize Staff to Purchase 6 New Computer Workstations Via State Contract in 
the Amount of $6,720.78 

 
8. Waive Open Container Ordinance 99-08, Specifically Sec. 6-4 of the City’s Code, 

During the Hours of 10 A.M. to 9 P.M. on April 16, 2016 for Special Event 
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Application PZ1516-043 Boomtown Days, Restricted to Those Areas as Depicted 
on Event Map and Contingent Upon Placement of Appropriate Signage and 
Barricades 

 
(Note:  Motion to approve items on the consent agenda is a motion to approve the 
recommended actions.) 
 
Councilman Dillon moved the consent agenda be approved as presented.  Vice-Mayor Green 
seconded the motion and all were in favor.  The vote was 5-0. 
 
REGULAR AGENDA 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 9 – PRESENTATION OF PROCLAMATION #PRO2016-03, 
DUNNELLON  
Mayor Whitt read the following proclamation and presented the same to faculty members 
and students of Dunnellon High School. 
 

“PROCLAMATION #PRO2016-03, DUNNELLON HIGH SCHOOL  
STUDENT SUPPORT FOUNDATION 

 
WHEREAS, In 2003 the first Student Support Foundation (SSF) club was opened at 
Olympia High School in Orlando, Florida.  The Student Support Foundation operates as a 
youth philanthropy club in high schools and universities; and 

 
WHEREAS, the club must decide what the need is in their own school community.  They 
are responsible for creating and following their own bylaws and must decide on three main 
areas of funding.  Once funding is received from the Morgridge Family Foundation, it is the 
club members’ and sponsors’ responsibility to receive grant requests from clubs, 
individuals, teachers and school staff.  The club must decide whether the grant request meets 
their funding focus and decide if the grant should be funded.  Each club is 100% responsible 
for their own grants, correspondence and meetings.  Each club is expected to keep a detailed 
budget and not distribute more than what is in the SSF checking account. Each club is 
expected to fundraise at least $250.00 annually in addition to the annual $4,000 contribution 
from the Morgridge Family Foundation; and 
 
WHEREAS, Dunnellon High School Intensive Reading and AP World History Teacher and 
DHS Golden Apple Teacher of the Year, Barry Carrus discovered the SSF opportunity 
provided by Ms. Carrie Morgridge, President of the Student Support Foundation, who is 
dedicated to advancing education in the U.S.; and 
 
WHEREAS, after a phone interview with Ms. Morgridge herself, Dunnellon High School 
became one of only 11 high schools in the nation to be awarded an SSF chapter designation 
and a $4,000 grant to carry out the Association’s mission; and 
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WHEREAS, the Dunnellon City Council would like to sincerely thank and acknowledge 
Sponsor and Co-Sponsor Barry Carrus and Kim Williams, and the following students for 
their devotion to this foundation: Tiana Banda, Shemar Davenport, Joseph Dolloff, Brandie 
Kirkwood, Darby Langworthy, Michael Nelson, Quinnan Piestrup, Cameron Pike, Taylor 
Powell, Luis Quijano, Rebecca Ray, Nelmarie Santiago, Claire Sensibaugh, Kaylah Starks, 
Savannah Thompson and Cheyenne Youngblood. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, be it proclaimed that the Dunnellon City Council recognizes the 
Dunnellon High School Student Support Foundation and sponsors for their commitment to 
this program, their school and an impressive allegiance to an elevated level of education.  
 
PASSED and PROCLAIMED this 14th day of March 2016.” 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 10 – SPECIAL PRESENTATION BY CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE – PENNY LOFTON 
Penny Lofton discussed the sponsored median decorations that have centered on the past 
several holidays.  She said these projects have raised funds to benefit the 125 Anniversary 
Park.  Mrs. Lofton presented the City Council with a check for $445.00.  
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 11 – PUBLIC HEARING ORDINANCE #ORD2016-01, 
AMENDMENTS TO THE ZONING CODE – ALLOWING CHICKENS TO BE 
KEPT IN RESIDENTIAL AREAS (Advertised on the City Website on 2/16/2016 and 
in the Riverland News on 3/3/2016 and in the Ocala Star Banner on 3/3/2016) 
Mayor Whitt gaveled down and stated, “It is now 5:48 p.m. and I close the regular meeting 
and open the public hearing to discuss: Ordinance #ORD2016-01, Amendments to the 
Zoning Code allowing chickens to be kept in residential areas.  Advertised on the City 
Website on 2/16/2016 and in the Riverland News on 3/3/2016 and in the Ocala Star Banner 
on 3/3/2016. 
 
All persons wishing to address the City Council will be asked to limit their comments to the 
specific subject being addressed.  Public opinions and input are valued by the Council.  
However, it is requested that comments are directed at specific issues rather than personal 
comments directed toward the Council members or staff in order to foster mutual respect 
between council members and the public. 

Members of the public in attendance at public forums should listen courteously and 
attentively to all public discussions before the body; and focus on the business at hand. They 
shall refrain from interrupting other speakers; making personal comments not germane to 
the business of the body; or otherwise interfering with the orderly conduct of meetings. 

Members of the public addressing City Council and boards/commissions on a specific 
project or proposal are requested to disclose any personal interest or relationship; and any 
business, professional, or financial interests with any individual, group, project or proposal 
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regarding the subject matter under review.  Members of the public should always err on the 
side of more public disclosure, not less, in order to provide integrity to the public process.” 

Mayor Whitt called for staff presentation. 
 
Mr. Esch stated the proposed ordinance was drafted at the request of Vice-Mayor Green, 
allowing residents to keep up to 6 hens in residential areas.  
 
Mayor Whitt pointed out that this has been reviewed by the Planning Commission.  He then 
called for public comments.  There were none. 
 
Mayor Whitt gaveled down and said, “It is now 5:50 p.m. and I close the public hearing held 
to discuss Ordinance #ORD2016-01 and reopen the March 14th Council meeting.” 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 12 – FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE #ORD2016-01, 
AMENDMENTS TO THE ZONING CODE (Allowing Chickens to be Kept in 
Residential Areas) 
Councilman Dillon moved Ordinance #ORD2016-01 be read by title only.  Vice-Mayor 
Green seconded the motion.  The vote was taken and all were in favor.  The vote was 5-0. 
 
Mrs. Bowne read the following into the record: 
 

“ORDINANCE #ORD2016-01 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF DUNNELLON, FLORIDA, AMENDING 
THE DUNNELLON CITY CODE, CHAPTER 14,  “ANIMALS,”   TO ALLOW 
CHICKENS TO BE KEPT ON LOTS OR PARCELS WITH SINGLE FAMILY 
RESIDENTIAL ZONING DESIGNATIONS; AMENDING SECTIONS 7.1 
AND 7.2 OF THE ZONING CODE  TO ALLOW CHICKEN-KEEPING AS AN 
ACCESSORY USE IN CERTAIN RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS AND 
DEFINING CHICKEN-KEEPING; PROVIDING SPECIFIC CRITERIA FOR 
CHICKEN-KEEPING; AMENDING VARIOUS SECTIONS OF THE CODE 
AND ZONING CODE TO BE CONSISTENT WITH THE INTENT AND 
PURPOSE OF THIS ORDINANCE; PROVIDING FOR PENALTIES; 
PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; 
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING FOR AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE.” 
 

Councilman Dillon moved Ordinance #ORD2016-01 be approved.  Vice-Mayor Green 
seconded the motion.  The vote was taken and all were in favor.  The vote was 5-0. 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 13 – PUBLIC HEARING ORDINANCE #ORD2016-03, EAR 
BASED COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT – TRANSMITTAL #CPA2016-01 
(Advertised on the City Website on 3/4/2016 and in the Ocala Star Banner on 3/4/2016) 
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Mayor Whitt gaveled down and stated, “It is now 5:55 p.m. and I close the regular meeting 
and open the public hearing to discuss: Ordinance #ORD2016-03, Ear Based Comprehensive 
Plan Amendment–Transmittal #CPA2016-01.  Advertised on the City Website on 3/4/2016 
and in the Ocala Star Banner on 3/4/2016. 
 
All persons wishing to address the City Council will be asked to limit their comments to the 
specific subject being addressed.  Public opinions and input are valued by the Council.  
However, it is requested that comments are directed at specific issues rather than personal 
comments directed toward the Council members or staff in order to foster mutual respect 
between council members and the public. 

Members of the public in attendance at public forums should listen courteously and 
attentively to all public discussions before the body; and focus on the business at hand. They 
shall refrain from interrupting other speakers; making personal comments not germane to 
the business of the body; or otherwise interfering with the orderly conduct of meetings. 

Members of the public addressing City Council and boards/commissions on a specific 
project or proposal are requested to disclose any personal interest or relationship; and any 
business, professional, or financial interests with any individual, group, project or proposal 
regarding the subject matter under review.  Members of the public should always err on the 
side of more public disclosure, not less, in order to provide integrity to the public process.” 

Mayor Whitt called for staff presentation. 
 
Mr. Esch explained the City received a Technical Assistance Grant from the Department of 
Economic Opportunity (DEO) to fund this project.  He noted a deadline was missed in 
December which tightens the timeline for submission.  He further explained the City is 
prohibited from adopting other types of plan amendments until such time as the City adopts 
the required evaluation-based plan amendments.  Mr. Esch called upon Mr. Ken Metcalf to 
make a presentation. 
 
Mr. Metcalf handed out a flowchart (attached hereto and made a part of these minutes) 
illustrating the planning process which began in September 2015, as required by DEO Grant 
#2015-22 and Section 163.3184, Florida Statutes.  He explained the first goal in this process 
was to perform an administrative exercise to consolidate the comprehensive plan 
amendments into a single binder, referred to as The Consolidated Plan.     
 
Mr. Metcalf explained the Statute requires that the City evaluate whether comprehensive 
plan amendments are necessary, approximately every seven years, in response to changes in 
state laws. He stated the City submitted an Evaluation & Appraisal Letter (EAL), dated 
November 19, 2014 to DEO, which specified the types of plan amendments that should be 
adopted, typically referred to as "evaluation-based" amendments.  He further explained the 
Statute requires the City to adopt evaluation-based comprehensive plan amendments within 
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one year of submitting the EAL, but due to the grant schedule, this was not possible and 
resulted in a prohibition of the adoption of other types of plan amendments. 
 
Mr. Metcalf reviewed the proposed amendments and explained this is a transmittal only to 
the State.  He explained once reply is received from the State, the City has six months to 
modify and adopt the amendments. 
 
Mr. Metcalf handed out an Errata Sheet (attached hereto and made a part of these minutes) 
outlining corrections to the proposed amendments.  He also reviewed the executive 
summary dated March 1, 2016.  There was much discussion about the Aquifer Protection 
and Aquifer Recharge Elements with regard to fertilizer sales and use. 
 
Councilman Dillon stated he feels that to “discourage” rather than “prohibit” is 
unenforceable.  Mr. Metcalf explained that there is a conflict between Policy 2.4 in the 
Conservation Element and Policy 2.1 of the Aquifer Protection Element.  He stated the 
proposed change is to make the policies consistent with one another. 
 
Mr. Esch further explained he recalls Attorney Cassady stating that the City could not use 
the word “prohibit” in these sections.  Attorney Hand stated he is unsure why Attorney 
Cassady would make that statement unless it would make the policy inconsistent with State 
law.  He stated he would research further.  Planning Commission Chair Brenda D’Arville 
concurred, and stated she believes it is prohibited by the Commerce Act. 
 
Mayor Whitt stated he understands Councilman Dillon’s concern, but he felt that “prohibit” 
was a very strong term, but he would lean toward the term “prohibit.” 
 
Councilman Hancock asked if we could submit the document with the word “prohibit” and 
ask the State to comment.  Mr. Metcalf explained the State would probably not comment, 
unless specifically asked to. 
 
Mary Ann Hilton pointed out that most certified professional lawn and landscaping services 
follow the local laws and guidelines. 
 
Vice-Mayor Green discussed whether or not the City would be able to fund an educational 
program to “discourage” the sale and use.  However, he felt that proper notice to the public 
is important if we use the word “prohibit.” 
 
After much discussion and review, the consensus of the Council was to keep the word 
“prohibit” rather than “discourage” regarding the sale and use of fast release pesticides and 
fertilizers within the city limits.  Mayor Whitt stated that a motion could be made outside of 
the public hearing to amend this language. 
 
There was also much discussion about restricted land use activities in certain areas.  Vice-
Mayor Green discussed drive-up facilities. 
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Councilman Dillon asked specifically if the transmittal document could be amended to 
exempt lots of record. 
 
Mr. Metcalf explained the report is evaluation-based only, but lots of record are fairly 
standard in comprehensive plans.  There was discussion with regard to amending the 
transmittal letter. 
 
Councilman Hancock asked for further clarification on the process, and whether or not the 
same information was presented to the Planning Commission.  Mr. Metcalf stated it was, 
and then some.  He reviewed the timeline and flowchart. 
 
Councilman Hancock asked if the Planning Commission voted unanimously on the proposed 
amendments.  Chairwoman Brenda D’Arville stated no; the vote was 4-1. 
 
Mayor Whitt called for public comments. 
 
Louise Kenny, 19970 Ibis Court, said she felt there was little opportunity for the public to 
participate in this process, and this item should have not been placed on an agenda with 25 
other items. 
 
Councilman Hancock stated he feels more involvement and participation is necessary. 
 
Planning Commission member Mary Ann Hilton stated she was the one dissenting vote on 
the Planning Commission when the vote was taken to move the proposed amendments 
forward to the City Council for review and consideration.  She explained she is not sure of 
what is being transmitted and it has been very confusing.  She said she believes there are 
other changes outside of the EAR requirements.  
 
There was discussion with regard to the Planning Commission holding more than one 
meeting per month. 
 
After all public comments were heard, Mayor Whitt gaveled down and said, “It is now 8:55 
p.m. and I close the public hearing held to discuss Ordinance #ORD2016-03 and reopen the 
March 14th Council meeting.” 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 14 – FIRST READING ORDINANCE #ORD2016-03, EAR 
BASED COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT – TRANSMITTAL #CPA2016-01 
Councilman Dillon made a motion to add lots of record to the EAL for transmittal.  
Councilman Hancock seconded the motion and all were in favor.  The vote was 5-0. 
 
Councilman Dillon moved Ordinance #ORD2016-03 be read by title only.  Councilwoman 
Soldato seconded the motion.  The vote was taken and all were in favor.  The vote was 5-0. 
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Mrs. Bowne read the following into the record: 
 

“ORDINANCE #ORD2016-03 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING VARIOUS ELEMENTS OF THE 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF THE CITY OF DUNNELLON, FLORIDA, TO 
REFLECT CHANGES REQUIRED BY THE  COMMUNITY PLANNING ACT 
PURSUANT TO THE SECTION 163.3191, FLORIDA STATUTES, AND THE 
CITY’S EVALUATION AND APPRAISAL NOTIFICATION LETTER TO 
THE FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY; 
AMENDING GOALS, OBJECTIVES, AND POLICIES CONSISTENT 
THERETO; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF ALL CONFLICTING 
ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR THE FORWARDING OF THIS 
ORDINANCE TO THE DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY 
AND REVIEW AGENCIES; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY AND 
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.” 
 

Councilman Dillon moved Ordinance #ORD2016-03 be approved.  Councilwoman Soldato 
seconded the motion.  Mayor Whitt called for discussion. 
 
Councilman Dillon stated he is comfortable sending this very basic information to the State, 
knowing that there will be sufficient time to review and amend as necessary over the next 
six months.  Councilman Hancock concurred. 
 
Mayor Whitt applauded Mr. Metcalf on his efforts and a very through presentation. 
 
Mayor Whitt called for a vote.  The vote was taken and all were in favor.  The vote was 5-0. 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 15 – QUASI-JUDICIAL HEARING – REZONING 
APPLICATION #REZ2015-02, #ORD2016-02, 20799 WALNUT ST – MYERS 
(Advertised on the City Website on 2/4/2016 and in the Riverland News on 3/3/2016) 
Mayor Whitt stated, “All persons wishing to address the City Council will be asked to limit 
their comments to the specific subject being addressed.  Public opinions and input are valued 
by the Council.  However, it is requested that comments are directed at specific issues rather 
than personal comments directed toward the Council members or staff in order to foster 
mutual respect between council members and the public. 

Members of the public in attendance at public forums should listen courteously and 
attentively to all public discussions before the body; and focus on the business at hand. They 
shall refrain from interrupting other speakers; making personal comments not germane to 
the business of the body; or otherwise interfering with the orderly conduct of meetings. 

Members of the public addressing City Council and boards/commissions on a specific 
project or proposal are requested to disclose any personal interest or relationship; and any 
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business, professional, or financial interests with any individual, group, project or proposal 
regarding the subject matter under review.  Members of the public should always err on the 
side of more public disclosure, not less, in order to provide integrity to the public process.” 

Mayor Whitt gaveled down and stated, “It is now 9:00 p.m. and I close the regular meeting 
and open the public hearing to discuss: Ordinance #ORD2016-02, Rezoning #REZ2015-02 
requested by Nancy Myers, 20799 Walnut Street, Dunnellon, Florida.  Advertised in the 
Riverland News on 3/3/2016 and on the City’s website on 2/4/2016. 
 
At the conclusion of this hearing, the City Council of the City of Dunnellon will make a 
decision whether or not to approve Ordinance #ORD2016-02, Rezoning #REZ2015-02. 
 
All witnesses sworn in and all evidence presented under oath will be subject to cross-
examination.  All persons presenting evidence will state their name and residence address 
for the record.  All documentary evidence will be marked as an exhibit and maintained as a 
part of the record if accepted by the board. 

The applicants are seeking to rezone parcel number 3380-1844-00 from RBO Residential 
Business Office to B-3 Central Business District.”   
 
Mayor Whitt asked the City Attorney to swear in the witnesses.  
 
Attorney Hand asked all who wish to present evidence to stand at the same time and he 
administered the oath.   
 
Mayor Whitt asked Council members for any disclosure of contact, ex-parte 
communications or other evidence. Each Council member replied they had none. 
 
Mayor Whitt called for staff presentation. 
 
Mr. Smith reviewed the staff report.  He explained the applicant has applied for the 0.14 acre 
property to be rezoned from Residential Business Office (RBO) to Central Business (B3). 
He stated the parcel currently has split zoning condition and the property owner would like 
to open a small Deli/Bakery in the location to support the existing business patrons as well 
the general public. 
 
Mr. Smith reported the proposed B-3 zoning is consistent with the surrounding properties in 
the area. He explained the adjacent properties are either B-3 or RBO and there are many 
similar small businesses in the local vicinity. He also stated the land use is consistent with 
the zoning, and approval was recommended by the Planning Commission. 
 
Mayor Whitt called upon the applicant for comment or presentation.  There was no applicant 
comment or presentation. 
 
Mayor Whitt called for presentation of evidence from the public.  There was none. 
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Mayor Whitt gaveled down and said, “It is now 9:10 p.m. and I close the public hearing held 
to discuss Ordinance #ORD2016-02 and reopen the March 14th Council meeting.” 
 
Councilman Dillon state he feels the Council should support this type of business in the 
Historic District. 
 
Councilman Hancock said he feels the establishment fits the character of the neighborhood. 
 
Vice-Mayor Green said he looks forward to dining at the establishment. 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 16 – CONSIDERATION OF REZONING APPLICATION 
#REZ2015-02, 2ND AND FINAL READING OF ORDINANCE #ORD2016-02, 
REZONING OF 20799 WALNUT ST.  
Vice-Mayor Green moved Ordinance #ORD2016-02 be read by title only.  Councilman 
Dillon seconded the motion.  The vote was taken and all were in favor.  The vote was 5-0. 
 
Mrs. Bowne read the following into the record: 
 

“ORDINANCE #ORD2016-02 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF DUNNELLON, FLORIDA; CHANGING 
THE ZONING CLASSIFICATION FROM RESIDENTIAL BUSINESS 
OFFICE (RBO) TO CENTRAL BUSINESS (B-3) OF THAT PARCEL (LOT 
1846) COMPRISING .14 ACRES LOCATED AT THE NORTHEAST 
CORNER OF THE WALNUT STREET AND CEDAR STREET 
INTERSECTION; PROVIDING DIRECTIONS TO THE CITY MANAGER; 
PROVIDING FINDINGS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING 
FOR THE REPEAL OF INCONSISTENT ORDINANCES; AND PROVIDING 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.” 

 
Vice-Mayor Green moved Ordinance #ORD2016-02 be approved.  Councilman Hancock 
seconded the motion.  The vote was taken and all were in favor.  The vote was 5-0. 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 17 – QUASI-JUDICIAL HEARING – APPLICATION 
#PZ1516-028 BY ROBERT ZIEGENFUSS.  DUNNELLON REAL ESTATE, LLC 
FOR VARIANCE #VAR2016-02 LOCATED AT 11191 N. WILLIAMS ST. 
(Notification to Applicant and Adjacent Property Owners on 2/24/2016) 
Mayor Whitt stated, “All persons wishing to address the City Council will be asked to limit 
their comments to the specific subject being addressed.  Public opinions and input are valued 
by the Council.  However, it is requested that comments are directed at specific issues rather 
than personal comments directed toward the Council members or staff in order to foster 
mutual respect between council members and the public. 
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Members of the public in attendance at public forums should listen courteously and 
attentively to all public discussions before the body; and focus on the business at hand. They 
shall refrain from interrupting other speakers; making personal comments not germane to 
the business of the body; or otherwise interfering with the orderly conduct of meetings. 
 
Members of the public addressing City Council and boards/commissions on a specific 
project or proposal are requested to disclose any personal interest or relationship; and any 
business, professional, or financial interests with any individual, group, project or proposal 
regarding the subject matter under review.  Members of the public should always err on the 
side of more public disclosure, not less, in order to provide integrity to the public process.” 
 
Mayor Whitt gaveled down and said, “It is now 9:14 p.m. and I close the regular meeting 
and open the quasi judicial hearing to discuss: 
 
Application #PZ1516-028 for Variance #VAR2016-02 Approval.  Notification To Applicant 
By Email And Mail And Adjacent Property Owners By Mail On 2/24/2016. 
 
At the conclusion of this hearing, the City Council of the City of Dunnellon will make a 
decision whether or not to approve Variance #VAR2016-02 for Application #PZ1516-028. 
 
All witnesses sworn in and all evidence presented under oath will be subject to cross-
examination.  All persons presenting evidence will state their name and residence address 
for the record.  All documentary evidence will be marked as an exhibit and maintained as a 
part of the record if accepted by the board.” 
 
Mayor Whitt stated, “The applicant is seeking a variance for Landscape Buffer at 11191 N. 
Williams Street. The Planning Commission heard this request 2/16/2016 and found the 
application to be consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and recommended approval with 
provisions.” 
 
Attorney Hand asked all who wish to present evidence to stand at the same time and he 
administered the oath.   
 
Mayor Whitt asked Council members for any disclosure of contact, ex-parte 
communications or other evidence. Each Council member replied they had none. 
 
Mayor Whitt called for staff presentation. 
 
Mr. Smith reviewed the staff report.  He explained the subject property was originally used 
for a Checkers restaurant and in 2002 a car wash was built on the adjacent property 33639-
006-01. The two parcels have been purchased and a new Wendy’s restaurant is being 
proposed for the combined site. The applicant submitted a conceptual site plan for an initial 
feasibility determination. A pre-application meeting was conducted and in that meeting it 
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was determined that a landscape buffer variance would be needed in order to move the 
project forward. 
 
Mr. Smith stated the applicant is seeking a variance from Section 74-108(4)a of the City 
Code and Section 9.3-1(a)1 of the City Land Development Regulations to allow an East 
7’(ft), South 12.5’ (ft), North 12.5 (ft), and West 25’ (ft) landscape buffer rather than the 25’ 
perimeter buffer that is required. 
 
Mr. Smith stated the Planning Commission has recommended that City Council approve the 
landscape buffer variance as presented. 
 
Mayor Whitt called upon the applicant for presentation. 
 
Mr. Bob Ziegenfuss, Engineer for the project, explained in an effort to comply with the 
City’s zoning codes and maintain the 25ft buffer, they have actually downsized the building 
and opted for a smaller Wendy’s prototype to be constructed on the property.  He stated it 
will be a beautiful building. 
 
Mayor Whitt called for presentation of evidence from the public. 
 
Linda Fernandez, 12499 N. Water Way, stated she has been the registered owner/broker of 
Dunnellon Real Estate for over 30 years in the State of Florida and no other entity should be 
using that name.  Mr. Ziegenfuss stated he would be sure to report this to the developer. 
 
Mayor Whitt gaveled down and stated, “It is now 9:29 p.m. and I close the Quasi-Judicial 
hearing held to discuss variance approval (#VAR2016-02) as part of Application PZ1516-
028, and reopen the March 14th council meeting.” 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 18 – CONSIDERATION OF DEVELOPMENT ORDER 
#DOR2016-02, REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF LANDSCAPE BUFFER 
VARIANCE #VAR2016-02 ROBERT ZIEGENFUSS, DUNNELLON REAL ESTATE 
FOR APPLICATION #PZ1516-028 11191 N. WILLIAMS ST  
Vice-Mayor Green moved Development Order #DOR-02 be approved. Councilman Dillon 
seconded the motion.  The vote was taken and all were in favor.  The vote was 5-0. 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 19 – RESOLUTION #RES2016-10 ELECTRONIC FILING 
FOR CAMPAIGN FINANCE REPORTS 
Vice-Mayor Green moved Resolution #RES2016-10 be read by title only.  Councilman 
Hancock seconded the motion.  The vote was taken and all were in favor.  The vote was 5-0. 
 
Mrs. Bowne read the following into the record: 
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“RESOLUTION #RES2016-10 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF DUNNELLON, FLORIDA, 
IMPLEMENTING THE PROVISIONS OF SECTION 106.07(2)(a)2.,FLORIDA 
STATUTES, REQUIRING ELECTRONIC FILING OFCAMPAIGN FINANCE 
REPORTS OF LOCAL CANDIDATES ANDPOLITICAL COMMITTEES; 
ESTABLISHING AN ELECTRONIC FILING SYSTEM AND REQUIRING A 
WRITTEN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT REGARDING CERTAIN MATTERS 
PERTAINING TO THE ELECTRONIC FILING SYSTEM AND PROVIDING 
FOR EFFECTIVE DATE.” 

 
Councilman Dillon moved Resolution #RES2016-10 be approved.  Councilwoman Soldato 
seconded the motion.  The vote was taken and all were in favor.  The vote was 5-0.  
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 20 – FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE #ORD2016-04, 
AMENDMENT TO SECTION 39 OF CITY’S CHARTER NEEDED TO COMPLY 
WITH FEDERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR MAILING OF OVERSEAS BALLOTS 
Councilman Dillon moved Ordinance #ORD2016-04 be read by title only.  Councilwoman 
Soldato seconded the motion.  The vote was taken and all were in favor.  The vote was 5-0. 
 
Mrs. Bowne read the following into the record: 
 

“ORDINANCE #ORD2016-04 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF DUNNELLON, FLORIDA, 
SUBMITTING TO THE ELECTORS OF DUNNELLON A PROPOSED 
AMENDMENT TO SECTION 39 OF THE CITY CHARTER CHANGING 
THE DAY AND MONTH OF A RUN-OFF ELECTION IN THE EVENT OF 
A TIE VOTE TO BE CONSISTENT WITH FEDERAL LAW; PROVIDING 
THE BALLOT TITLE, SUMMARY, AND TEXT FOR THE PROPOSED 
AMENDMENT; PROVIDING DIRECTIONS TO THE CITY CLERK; 
PROVIDING FOR THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THE CHARTER 
AMENDMENT IF APPROVED BY A MAJORITY OF ELECTORS; 
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND EFFECTIVE 
DATE FOR THIS ORDINANCE.” 

 
Councilman Dillon moved Ordinance #ORD2016-04 be approved.  Councilwoman Soldato 
seconded the motion.  The vote was taken and all were in favor.  The vote was 5-0.  
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 21 – LOTS OF RECORD  
A motion was made and a vote was taken on this Agenda Item under Agenda Item #14 as 
follows:  Councilman Dillon made a motion to add lots of record to the EAL for transmittal.  
Councilman Hancock seconded the motion and all were in favor.  The vote was 5-0. 
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AGENDA ITEM NO. 22 – CITY COUNCIL LIAISON ASSIGNMENTS 
TPO Liaison Assignment – Vice-Mayor Green made a motion to appoint Councilwoman 
Soldato as liaison to the Marion County TPO.  Councilman Dillon seconded the motion and 
all were in favor.  The vote was 5-0. 
 
TDC Liaison Assignment – Mayor Whitt made a motion to appoint himself as liaison to the 
Marion County TDC.  Councilman Dillon seconded the motion and all were in favor.  The 
vote was 5-0. 
 
Councilwoman Soldato volunteered to serve as liaison to the Chamber of Commerce. 
 
Vice-Mayor Green stated he would continue to serve as the liaison to the DBA and 
Chatmire. 
 
Councilman Hancock volunteered to serve as the liaison to the SWFWMD and the UAB. 
 
Mayor Whitt made a motion to authorize staff to work with Shay and Vaughn Woodside on 
the potential purchase of the property contiguous to the old water tower property that could 
potentially become a parking lot.  Councilman Dillon seconded the motion and all were in 
favor.  The vote was 5-0. 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 23 – COUNCIL REPORTS AND COMMENTS 
Mr. Burt Eno provided an update on the RRR Case. 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 24 – CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
Mr. Esch provided his report. 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 25 –CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT 
Attorney Hand stated he has nothing to report.  
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 26 – ADJOURNMENT 
At approximately 9:50 p.m. Councilman Dillon moved the March 14, 2016 City Council 
meeting be adjourned. Vice-Mayor Green seconded.  All members voted in favor.  The 
motion passed 5-0. 
 
Attest:  
 
_________________________                              _______________________________      
Dawn Bowne, MMC                                               Nathan Whitt, Mayor  
City Clerk 
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City of Dunnellon
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and Section 1633184 Florida Statutes

Phase I

Consolidate Existing
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Transmit Adopted EARbased Plan
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Errata Sheet

The Volume II proposed amendments shall be revised to include the following corrections

1 Change Policy 14D to14C8in the Future Land Use Element and reletter the remaining sub
policies

2 Change Policy 11OAto change Parcel Identification No 3375700309 to 113375700308 in
the Future Land Use Element

3 Change Policy 721to change September 2 2003 to January 2009 in the Conservation
Element

4 Change language in Policy 211from a state or federal agency to the applicable state or
federal agency in the Conservation Element

5 Change Policy 21 in the Aquifer Protection Element to The City will discourage the sale an d
use of fast release pesticides and fertilizers within city limits through educational programs

Note Policy 24 in the Conservation Element was not changed by the 2015 Amendment and is
not consistent with Policy 21 of the Aquifer Protection Element The following amendment is
recommended to make this policy consistent with Policy 21

The City shall prehibit will discourage the sale and use of fast release pesticides
and fertilizers within the city limits through educationalprograms

6 Change Policy 22 in the Aquifer Protection Element to The City should provide funding for
programs which assist in educating residents about proper use of fertilizers and irrigation
practices

7 Include the following insertion in the Aquifer Recharge Element and renumberaccordingly

Objective 30

Restrict land use activities that have the potential to pollute public water supply facilities andor
the Floridan Aquifer

Policy 31

Control point sources of groundwater pollution by implementing land development regulations to
restrict any land use that will diminish groundwater quality and quantity The following land uses
shall be regulated to reduce potential impacts

A Vehicle sales repair rental storage or maintenance

B Hazardous waste facilities

C Buildings larger than 80000 sq ft
D Driveup facilities

E RV Parks
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PROCLAMATION #PRO2016-05 

 

 
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 

 WHEREAS, prayer to the Almighty God is regarded by millions as the most important 
utterance of mankind for its benefit; and 
 

 WHEREAS, our nation was founded by single-minded men and women seeking wisdom 
and guidance through prayer to the God who has ears to hear; and 
 

 WHEREAS, prayer has aided us in all times where support and guidance was needed; 
and 
 

 WHEREAS, it is fitting that we should give thanks for the freedom and prosperity which 
our nation and state enjoys and to pray for the continued guidance and comfort which God has 
graciously bestowed upon this nation since its inception; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Day of Prayer is a time set aside for Americans to pray to their heavenly 
Father and to reaffirm the spiritual principles upon which our nation was founded; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the State of Florida and the United States of America can and will benefit 
from prayer by its faithful and prayerful residents; and 
 

 WHEREAS, this year’s theme is, “Wake Up America”, emphasizing the need for 
individuals, corporately and individually, to return to the God of Fathers in reverence for His Holy 
Name.  To further highlight the theme, Isaiah 58:1a  has been chosen as the scripture for this year: 
“Shout it aloud, do not hold back. Raise your voice like a trumpet;” and 
 

 WHEREAS, across our land on May 5th Americans will unite at specific times in prayer 
for our nation and state to acknowledge our dependence upon God, to give thanks for the many 
blessings our country has received from Him, to recognize our need for personal and corporate 
renewal of moral values and to invoke God’s blessings upon our leaders. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, be it proclaimed the City Council of the City of Dunnellon, Florida, 
does hereby recognize May 5, 2016 as the 
 

“NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER” 
  

and urges all citizens in Marion County to pray with diligence and obedience and seek the face 
of Almighty God to direct our paths in the days and years ahead. 
 

PASSED and PROCLAIMED this 11th day of April 2016. 
 

                   
      DUNNELLON CITY COUNCIL 
 
      __________________________________ 
      NATHAN WHITT, Mayor 
 
      __________________________________ 
      WALTER GREEN, Vice-Mayor 
 
      __________________________________ 
      CHARLES J. DILLON III, Councilman 
 
ATTEST:                                                          __________________________________ 
      JOHANNA SOLDATO, Councilwoman 
 
_______________________________      __________________________________ 
Dawn M. Bowne, MMC    RICHARD HANCOCK, Councilman 
City Clerk, City of Dunnellon  
State of Florida 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

PRO2016-06 
 
WHEREAS, 2016 marks the 194th anniversary of Arbor Day and; 
 
WHEREAS, trees are among Florida’s, and more particularly the City of Dunnellon’s, most beautiful 
natural resources; they bestow fine opportunities for aesthetic appreciation and recreation as well as 
improvements for our homes and communities, and are indispensable to our ecology as providers of 
wildlife habitat, erosion control, air filters and noise inhibitors and; 
 
WHEREAS, the demands on our environment and on our environmental resources necessitate an 
increased awareness of ecological values, as well as individual commitment to the study and appreciation of 
trees and their maintenance;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Nathan Whitt, Mayor of the City of Dunnellon, in the State of Florida, do hereby 
proclaim: 
 

FRIDAY, APRIL 29, 2016 as 
 

ARBOR DAY 
 
In the City of Dunnellon, State of Florida, and I commend this observance to all citizens. 
 
 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my 
hand and caused the Great Seal of the City of Dunnellon, 

State of Florida to be affixed. Done at City Hall this 
_____ day of April in the year Two Thousand and Fifteen 

 
 
 
 

____________________________      ______________________________ 
Dawn M. Bowne, M.M.C.       Nathan Whitt, Mayor 
City Clerk, City of Dunnellon      City of Dunnellon 
State of Florida        State of Florida 
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Meeting Date: ____ A_p_r 6_·_2_0_1_6 __ _ 
Official Use Only 

Reviewed by 
City Attorney: 

Council Action : I 
Date: I 

Approved for 

Agenda: __ ~~~~------------

Subject: TREE BOARD APPOINTMENTS I 
I 

Request for Approval: 

Summary Explanation and Background: 
The Tree Board has vacancies due to expired terms. One application was submitted. Please see the attached 
appointment worksheet. Recommend moving the current 1st Alternate to full member and the new applidant to serve 
in the 1st Alternate position . Further certifying that the 2nd Alternate position on the Tree Board remains vacant. 

Fiscal Information: 

- - -
Project No. 
(If applicable) 

Amount: 

Procurement Method: 

Purchase Requisition Number: 

Recommended Action: 
Recommend approval as submitted. 

I 

Initiated by: tam I 

Revision: Mar 24, 2015 



TREE BOARD 
APPOINTMENT WORKSHEET 

 
 

 
Council Workshop Date: 04/06/2016   Regular Meeting Date:  04/11/2016 
 

 
 

App Name Address Current/Recent 
Board Member 

Current 
Position 

R
esident 

New 
Position 

 
 

Recommended Action 

1 Candy Craig 6825 SW 207th Ct., 
Dunnellon Yes 1st Alternate No Member 

Appoint to full Member for the term of 
April 11, 2016 – April 6, 2019 
(previous term expired March 8, 2016) 

2 Sally Chesterfield 11937 Hale St., 
Dunnellon No None Yes 1st Alternate 

Appoint to 1st Alternate for the 
unexpired term April 11, 2016 – 
December 28, 2017 

3 Vacant   2nd 
Alternate   

Certify Vacancy, previous term expired 
in 2014 

        

 
Planning Commission Only:  The city planning commission consists of five members plus two alternate members, appointed by the city 
council.  A maximum of two members and one alternate may be non-resident property owners and/or non-resident business owners. Non-
resident property owners and/or non-resident business owners must have owned property and/or owned a business within the city for three 
years prior to being eligible for said appointment. 





Board Member Application 
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May we submit your application for the board(s) of your choice when vacancies occur 
rather than phone you? _____ _ 

Your signature indicates that you have read and understand the Code requirements belqw 
for the City Board(s) you are applying for including any requirement to file a Statement 
of Financial Interest. All Board/Commission members shall conduct themselves i~ a 
manner consistent with Resolution 2013-07 "Public Code of Ethical Conduct," as may 

Signature: ~~~~~~e:~Q 1__.__,//)~J.....__(h_' -----'-
{ I 

This application is effective for one year fr m the date of completion. Please call ~he 
Community Development Office 465-8500 ext. 1010 if you have any questions. Form 
Amended 03/11/2015. 

U:\dawn_bowne\Forms\Blank Board Member Application 03112015.doc 

DESCRIPTION AND CODE REQUIREMENTS FOR CITY BOARDS 

PLANNING COMMISSION: (This Board also serves as the Board of Adjustment) 
In accordance with Article II, Section 94-31 of the City of Dunnellon Code of Ordinances: 

Members of this board are required to file a FORM I, Statement of Financial Interest 
within 30 days of your appointment to the Commission and annually thereafter for each 
year you are a member in order to avoid penalties by the State of Florida, Commission on 
Ethics. Upon separation of the board you are also required to file a FORM 1F, Final 
Statement of Financial Interest. 

This Commission consists of five (5) members, (2) alternate members serving a three (3) year 
term. A minimum ofthree members and one alternate shall be residents of the City. A maximum 
of two members and one alternate may be non-resident property owners and/or non-resident 
business owners. Non-resident property owners and/or non-resident business owners must have 
owned property and/or owned a business within the City for three years prior to being eligible for 
said appointment. No member of Planning Commission shall be a paid employee or elected 
official of City. Members of the Commission will act in an advisory capacity to the City Council 
relating to zoning and land use issues and as the local planning agency making recommendations 
to the Dunnellon City Council. 

This board meets on the third Tuesday of each month. 
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procedural rules necessary for the conduct of its business, subject to approval by the city counl;il, 
conduct educational programs on historic properties located within the City of Dunnellon, 
recommend zoning and building code amendments for historic properties and districts to the oity 
council for referral, and if it seems appropriate, to the planning commission, educate affected 
individuals and the general public on the economic benefits of historic preservation and federal, 
state, and local laws and policies regarding programs that encourage historic preservation; ~nd 
advise individuals [as] to the architectural and landscape preservation of historic structures, ~nd 
refer individuals to the Secretary of the Interior's "Standards for Rehabilitation." 

This board meets on the second Tuesday of each month. 

TREE BOARD 
In accordance with Article V Division 4 of the City of Dunnellon Code of Ordinances: 

Members of this board are not required to file a FORM I, Statement of Financial Interest 

This board consists of three (3) members, (2) alternate members serving a three (3) year term. 
Appointment of tree board members shall be made on the basis of experience or interest in the 
fields of forestry, landscape architecture, nurseryman, master gardening, certified arborists, 
licensed landscape contracting. 

Board members shall review all applications for tree removal permits associated with site plans 
and preliminary plats and make recommendation to approve, deny, or approve with conditions to 
the city council, review all applications for tree removal permits upon commercial property 
greater than one acre in size and make recommendation to approve, deny, or approve with 
conditions to the city council, review and make recommendation on all applications for tree 
removal permits upon waterfront lands, wetlands, or conservation lands, review all applications 
for tree removal for harvesting trees from a bona fide agricultural land pursuant to F.S. 193161 
and make recommendation to approve, deny, or approve with conditions to the City Council, 
develop a written plan for the care, preservation, pruning, planting, replanting, and removal of 
trees on property owned by the City, develop recommendations to the City Council related to 
establishing canopy roads, arbor streets, naturescape, Tree City USA, and related programs. This 
board meets on the fourth Tuesday of each month. 

COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY (CRA) ADVISORY BOARD 
(LEGISLATION TO CREATE THIS BOARD IS TO BE CONSIDERED AT PUBLIC 
HEARING AND FINAL READING ON 04/13/2015) 
In accordance with Sections 86-7 I through 86-75 under Article II, City of Dunnellon Code of 
Ordinances: 

Members of this board are not required to file a FORM I, Statement of Financial Interest: 

This Board shall consist of seven (7) members and two (2) alternate members. Each Advisory 
Board member and alternate shall serve a term of four (4) years, or until his or her successor is 
appointed. Members may be re-appointed for subsequent terms. A minimum of four members 
and one alternate shall be residents of the City who own their property. A maximum of 
three members and one alternate may be business owners and who shall be appointed by the 
CRA Board. No member of the Advisory Board or alternates shall be a paid employee or elected 
official of the City of Dunnellon, and each Advisory Board member and alternate shall serve 
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Each Service Area and the City shall select its own representatives. Each UAB member shall 
serve a term of six ( 6) years or until his or her successor is appointed. Members may be !re­
appointed for subsequent terms. The UAB shall meet at bi-monthly or more often if desirable. 
However, ifthere is no business to conduct, the chair may cancel the bi-monthly meeting. 

No member of the UAB shall be a paid employee or elected official of the City of Dunnellon, and 
each Advisory Board member shall serve without compensation. 

The UAB shall be advisory to the City Council. Board members shall conduct themselves in a 
manner consistent with Resolution 2013-07, "Public Code of Ethical Conduct," as may be 
amended from time to time. The primary duties of the UAB shall be: 

Before May 1, 2015, and annually thereafter, the City shall initiate and the UAB shall review the 
utilities capital program, utility budget, and rates and revenue requirements prior to review and 
consideration by City Council for the following fiscal year, recommend, review, or conduct 
periodic special studies related to the City's utility system, recommend, review, or conduct an 
indirect cost allocation study of general and administrative expenses every three (3) years, with 
the first review of a study being in fiscal year 2015-16, and recommend, review, or conduct an 
operational efficiency study every five ( 5) years, with the first review of a study being in fiscal 
year 2015-16, review the Utility Master Plan every five (5) years, with the first review being in 
fiscal year 2016-17. The UAB may request that other specific studies be conducted and reviewed 
by the Board. The UAB shall make specific recommendations to City Council relative to 
operational, capital, budgetary, rates, revenue requirements, services, and all other utility related 
matters. City Council may request that UAB provide input and recommendations at any time. The 
UAB shall comply with the sunshine law, public records law, and all other statutes, laws, and 
ordinances which are relevant to the Utility Advisory Board. · 

The meeting schedule for this boar has not been finalized at this time. 





VOLUNTARY COOPERATIONOPERATIONAL
ASSISTANCE AGREEMENT

FOR 20162017

THIS AGREEMENT is made and entered into this day of 2016 by
and between the DUNNELLON POLICE DEPARTMENT and the MARION COUNTY
SHERIFFSOFFICE

WITNESSETH

WHEREAS the DUNNELLON POLICE DEPARTMENT is a municipal law
enforcement agency and the DUNNELLON CITY COUNCIL has approved this
Voluntary CooperationOperational Assistance Agreement and has authorized the Chief
of Police to execute said Agreement and

WHEREAS it is the intent of this agreement that because of existing and
continuing law enforcement problems and intensive situations especially those that
cross jurisdictional lines and in order to insure that the preparation of law enforcement
will be adequate to deal with such activity protect the public peace and safety and
preserve the lives and property of the people and

WHEREAS the subscribed law enforcement agencies are so located in relation
to each other that it is to the advantage of each to receive and extend mutual aid in the
form of law enforcement services in both intensive situations including emergencies
under Section 252343Florida Statutes and routine services including but not limited
to followup investigation into criminal activity backup services during patrol activities
and inter agency task forces

NOW THEREFORE the parties agree as follows

SECTION I In the event that a party to this agreement is in need of
assistance as set forth above they shall notify the agency or agencies from whom
assistance is required The agency head whose assistance is sought shall evaluate the
situation and his available resources and will respond in a manner he deems
appropriate Where investigative priorities arising during a law enforcement operation
require crossing of jurisdictional lines it is the intent of the parties to this agreement that
approval to cross jurisdictional lines is presumed at all times unless expressly stated to
the contrary Each party agrees to notify the agency head or his designees of the
agency involved as soon as is practical in the event of a major investigation or if an
intensive situation develops

SECTION II Each party agrees to furnish necessary equipment resources and
facilities and to render aid and services to each and every other party to the agreement
as set forth above provided however that no party shall be required to unreasonably
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deplete its own equipment resources facilities and services in furnishing such mutual
aid

a MASS ARRESTS In the event it becomes necessary to effect mass
arrests resulting from any intensive situation including but not limited to
those aforementioned unless circumstances make it impractical or
impossible the procedure shall be as follows

1 IDENTIFICATION The evidence sections of the DUNNELLON POLICE
DEPARTMENT and the MARION COUNTY SHERIFFSOFFICE shall be

designated to process for identification all persons taken into custody in
any mass arrest situation The evidence technicians will be responsible
for photographing and preparing a log of all arrested persons and the
respective arresting officers as well as for supervising the collection and
preservation of any and all evidence related to or associated with the
incident necessitating the arrest or that may be required for effective
prosecution

2 TRANSPORTATION Transportation of any arrested person shall be the
responsibility of the arresting agency unless the number of persons
arrested is greater than fifteen 15 In the event that the number of
persons arrested is greater than fifteen 15 the transportation shall be by
the MARION COUNTY SHERIFFSOFFICE in the form of bus or van

operation by Marion County Sheriffs Office Corrections Officers In the
event the resources of the MARION COUNTY SHERIFFS OFFICE are

inadequate to meet the transportation requirements additional vehicles for
transportation may be obtained from the Florida Correctional Institution
Lowell Florida

3 BOOKING AND DETENTION Booking and Detention of arrested persons
shall be by the Marion County Sheriffs Office Corrections Officers at the
Marion County Jail Whenever possible advance notice of mass arrests
or anticipated mass arrests shall be given to the onduty supervisor at the
Marion County Jail in order that adequate arrangements may be made for
orderly efficient and safe processing of all arrested persons To make
custody clear the arrested person shall be the responsibility of the
arresting officers until such time as the arrestee is taken into the main
booking area

SECTION III The party that furnishes any equipment pursuant to this agreement
shall bear the loss or damage to such equipment and shall pay any expense incurred in
the operation and maintenance thereof The party furnishing aid pursuant to this part
shall compensate its employees while they are rendering such aid including any
amounts paid or due for compensation due to personal injury or death while such
employees are engaged in rendering such aid unless otherwise provided Nothing
herein shall prevent the requesting agency requesting supplemental appropriations from
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the governing authority having budgetary jurisdiction to reimburse the assisting agency
for any actual costs or expenses incurred by the assisting agency performing
hereunder

SECTION IV Each agency will bear the liability arising from acts undertaken by
its personnel pursuant to this agreement All of the privileges and immunities from
liability exemption from laws ordinances and rules and all pension insurance relief
disability workers compensation salary death and other benefits which apply to the
activity of such officers agents or employees of any such agency when performing
their respective functions within the territorial limits of their respective agencies shall
apply to them to the same degree manner and extent while engaged in the
performance of any of their functions and duties extraterritorially under the provisions of
this mutual aid agreement The provisions of this section shall apply with equal effect to
paid volunteer and auxiliary employees

SECTION V Each party shall provide satisfactory proof of police professional
liability insurance including general liability insurance with minimum limits of
20000000 for a single claim and 30000000 for multiple claims arising out of the
same incident or occurrence or that it is a self insured entity for purposes of Chapter
768285 of the Florida Statutes Should the coverage of any party be cancelled or
undergo material change that party shall notify all parties to this agreement of such
change within ten 10 days of their receipt of notice of such change

SECTION VI The resources or facilities that are assigned by the assisting
agency shall be under the immediate command of a supervising officer designated by
the assisting agency Such supervising officer shall be under the direct supervision and
command of the agency head or his designee of the agency requesting assistance

SECTION VII In accordance with Chapter 23127 Florida Statutes whenever
the employees of any law enforcement agency are rendering aid outside its jurisdiction
and pursuant to the authority contained in or to any written agreement entered under
this part such employees shall have the same powers duties rights privileges and
immunities as if they were performing their duties in the political subdivision in which
they are normally employed or appointed

SECTION VIII Nothing in this agreement is intended or to be construed as any
transfer or contracting away of the powers or functions of one agency to the other

SECTION IX This agreement shall be in effect for a period of one year from the
date of signing Under no circumstances may the agreement be amended renewed or
extended except in writing

SECTION X Any party may withdraw from this agreement upon written notice to
all other parties
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF the agencies hereto cause the duly authorized
signatures to be affixed

MARION COUNTY SHERIFFSOFFICE

Chris Blai Sheriff

Attest

City ClerkAdministrator

For the use and reliance of the

City of Dunnellon only
Approved as to form and legality

CITY OF DUNNELLON

Nathan Whitt Mayor

Lt Todd picher Interim Chief of Police
Dunnellon Police Department

City Attorney
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 1 
 2 

ORDINANCE #ORD2016-01 3 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF DUNNELLON, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE 4 
DUNNELLON CITY CODE, CHAPTER 14,  “ANIMALS,”   TO ALLOW 5 
CHICKENS TO BE KEPT ON LOTS OR PARCELS WITH SINGLE FAMILY 6 
RESIDENTIAL ZONING DESIGNATIONS; AMENDING SECTIONS 7.1 AND 7.2 7 
OF THE ZONING CODE  TO ALLOW CHICKEN-KEEPING AS AN 8 
ACCESSORY USE IN CERTAIN RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS AND DEFINING 9 
CHICKEN-KEEPING; PROVIDING SPECIFIC CRITERIA FOR CHICKEN-10 
KEEPING; AMENDING VARIOUS SECTIONS OF THE CODE AND ZONING 11 
CODE TO BE CONSISTENT WITH THE INTENT AND PURPOSE OF THIS 12 
ORDINANCE; PROVIDING FOR PENALTIES; PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL 13 
OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND 14 
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 15 

 WHEREAS, the Dunnellon City Council recognizes the general trend in society to pursue a 16 

green lifestyle and to incorporate fresher products into diets, a lifestyle which can be supported 17 

by allowing residents to keep and raise chickens on their single-family property for the purposes 18 

of producing their own eggs for consumption; and 19 

 WHEREAS, the Dunnellon City Council also recognizes the desire of all residents to live in 20 

a clean and pleasant environment free of excessive odor, noise, vermin, and disease; and 21 

 WHEREAS, the Dunnellon Planning Commission considered this Ordinance to allow the 22 

keeping and raising of chickens on residential properties under certain conditions; and 23 

 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission, sitting as the local planning agency, found the Code 24 

amendments set forth in this Ordinance to be in substantial compliance with the City of 25 

Dunnellon Comprehensive Plan; and 26 

 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Dunnellon, Florida has duly considered the 27 

recommendation of the Planning Commission and reviewed all comments regarding City Code 28 

amendments set forth in this Ordinance; and 29 

 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Dunnellon, Florida, considers that said City 30 

Code amendments will be in the best interest of the residents of the City of Dunnellon, Florida, 31 

and that said land development code amendment is in compliance with the City of Dunnellon 32 

Comprehensive Plan; and  33 

 WHEREAS, to ensure the long-term viability of residential neighborhoods and conformity 34 



Ordinance #ORD2016-01 Chickens in Residential Area 
Page 2 

1st Draft City Council Wrkshop 1/6/16, 2nd Draft Council Wrkshop 02/03/16 w/planning changes 2/2/16 
 

and compatibility with surrounding uses, the amendment provides that the accommodation of 35 

chickens in residential areas shall not cause undue noise, odor, and unsanitary conditions within 36 

the community; and 37 

 WHEREAS, Section 553, Florida Statutes, entitled "Building Construction Standards," 38 

provides authorization for local governments to establish a schedule of reasonable fees to carry 39 

out the local government's responsibility in enforcing the Florida Building Code. 40 

LESIGLATIVE UNDERSCORING:  Underlined words constitute additions to the City of 41 
Dunnellon City Code and Zoning Code, strikethrough constitutes deletions from the original, and 42 
asterisks (***) indicate an omission from the existing text which is intended to remain 43 
unchanged.  44 
 45 
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED by the City Council of the City of Dunnellon, 46 

that: 47 

SECTION 1.  Legislative findings. The above recitals (Whereas clauses) are hereby adopted as 48 
legislative findings, purpose and intent of the City Council. 49 

SECTION 2.

Sec. 14-2. - Definitions. 52 

  Sections 14-2 and 14-3 of Chapter 14, “Animals,” of the City’s Code of 50 
Ordinances are amended to read as follows: 51 

 53 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the meanings 54 

ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:  55 

Abandon means to forsake an animal entirely or to neglect or refuse to provide or perform 56 
the legal obligations for care and support of an animal.  57 

Animal means any living creature, domestic or wild, except human beings.  58 

Animal control enforcement officer means the persons authorized by the city council to 59 
enforce the provisions of this chapter, the ordinances and resolutions of the city relating to the 60 
licensure, seizure, impoundment and disposition of animals, and state regulations relating to 61 
domestic animals.  62 

Dangerous dog means any dog that has:  66 

Chicken-keeping means the keeping of hens (Gallus domesticus). Chickens shall not include 63 
any male chicken or rooster, any duck, goose, turkey, peafowl, guinea fowl or other poultry or 64 
fowl.  65 

(1) Aggressively bitten, attacked, or endangered or has inflicted severe injury on a human 67 
being on public or private property;  68 

(2) More than once severely injured or killed a domestic animal while off the property of 69 
the owner;  70 
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(3) Been used primarily or in part for the purpose of dogfighting, or is a dog trained for 71 
dogfighting; or  72 

(4) When unprovoked, chased or approached a person upon the street, sidewalk or any 73 
public grounds, in a menacing fashion or apparent attitude of attack, provided that such 74 
actions are attested to in a sworn statement by one or more persons.  75 

*** 76 

Livestock or animals running at large or straying means any livestock found or being on any 77 
public road or right-of-way and either apparently a neglected animal or not under manual control 78 
of a person.  79 

Owner means any person over the age of 18, or any firm, corporation or organization, who 80 
owns, manages, harbors, maintains, or controls an animal. For the purposes of this chapter, an 81 
animal shall be deemed to be harbored or maintained if it is fed and/or sheltered for five or more 82 
consecutive days. If the animal is owned by a person under the age of 18, then that person's 83 
parent or guardian shall be the owner.  84 

*** 85 

Shelter means provision of and access to a three-dimensional structure having a roof, walls 86 
and a floor, which is dry, sanitary, clean, weatherproof, and made of durable material. At a 87 
minimum, the structure must be:  88 

(1) Sufficient in size to allow each sheltered animal to stand up, turn around, lie down, and 89 
stretch comfortably;  90 

(2) Designed to protect the sheltered animal from the adverse effects of the elements and 91 
provide access to shade from direct sunlight and regress from exposure to inclement 92 
weather conditions;  93 

(3) Free of standing water, accumulated waste and debris, protect the sheltered animal from 94 
injury, and have adequate ventilation, and for dogs and cats, provide a solid surface, 95 
resting platform, pad, floor mat or similar device that is large enough for the animal to 96 
lie on in a normal manner;  97 

(4) Properly lighted to provide a regular lighting cycle of either natural or artificial light 98 
corresponding to the natural period of daylight unless otherwise directed by a 99 
veterinarian;  100 

(5) Structures with wire, grid or slat floors which permit the animal's feet to pass through 101 
the openings, or which sag under the animal's weight or which otherwise do not protect 102 
the animal's feet or toes from injury are prohibited, except for birds where perches are 103 
provided. 

Unprovoked attack includes situations where a person who has been conducting himself 106 
peacefully and lawfully has been bitten, chased in a menacing fashion, or attacked.  107 

Shelters for chickens as an accessory use are regulated under Sec. 14-37 104 
herein. 105 

Sec. 14-3. - Penalties; additional remedies.  108 
 109 
(a) Penalties for violations of this chapter shall be set forth in a resolution approved by the city 110 

council, which shall be amended from time to time at the discretion of council.  111 
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(b) The city may enforce this chapter through the special magistrate established in Ordinance 112 
No. 2009-10.  113 

(c) The city, at its option and as an additional enforcement remedy, may refer any violation of 114 
this chapter to the code enforcement board of the city for enforcement and imposition of 115 
fines.  116 

 120 

(d) Failure to comply with the provisions of Section 14-37 regarding chicken-keeping may 117 
result in fines. Imposition of a fine shall take place upon a finding by the special magistrate 118 
or code enforcement board that an owner has violated the requirements of Section 14-37. 119 

SECTION 3.  Article II Animal Control of Chapter 14, “Animals,” is amended to read as 121 
follows: 122 
  123 
*** 124 
Sec. 14-33. - Animals running at large.  125 
 126 
(a) Dogs and cats. It shall be unlawful for keepers of dogs or cats within the city to allow the 127 

animals to be upon the public thoroughfares, streets, avenues or alleys of the city, or in 128 
public places such as restaurants, public stores and the like, or upon property other than the 129 
property belonging to the animal's owner, unless the animal shall be fastened to a suitable 130 
leash of dependable strength not to exceed six feet in length, or otherwise and under the 131 
control of the owner.  132 

(b) Livestock. It shall be unlawful for the owner of any hogs, cattle, cows, steer, bulls, swine, 133 
donkey, ostrich, emu, llamas, lambs, hens, chickens, roosters, rabbits, turkeys, geese, ducks, 134 
or other fowl, horses, mules, sheep and goats or other similar domesticated “farm animals” 135 
within the city to suffer or permit such animals to wander, forage, or run at large in the city.  136 

*** 137 

Sec. 14-37— Chicken-keeping as an accessory use.  138 
 139 
(a) Chicken-keeping means the keeping of hens (Gallus domesticus). Chickens shall not include 140 

any male chicken or rooster, any duck, goose, turkey, peafowl, guinea fowl or other poultry 141 
or fowl. Chicken-keeping is a permitted accessory use within single-family residential 142 
zoning designations of R-1 (One-Family Dwelling), R-1A (Single Family Residential), and 143 
R-3A (Residential Medium Density) where the lot or parcel is occupied by a single-family 144 
detached residence. Chickens shall not be permitted at residential property with a 145 
townhome, duplex, condominium, apartment, or other multi-family residential unit.  146 
Chicken-keeping in all other zoning districts is also prohibited, except that poultry is 147 
permitted on farms in the agricultural zoning district (A-1).  148 

(b) Chicken-keeping within the city limits shall be subject to the following standards and 149 
conditions:  150 

(1) Chickens shall be kept in a chicken coop and fenced pen area. The chicken coop and 151 
fenced pen area shall meet the following requirements:  152 
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a. The maximum size of the coop and pen area shall be one hundred (100) square feet.  153 

b. The maximum height of a coop and the pen fence around the coop shall be eight (8) 154 
feet, as measured from the existing grade to the highest part of the coop or fence.  155 

c. The coop and pen area shall be located in the rear yard of the single-family 156 
detached residence and a minimum of twenty-five (25) feet from any side street. 157 
The coop and fenced pen area shall comply with all other Zoning District setback 158 
requirements, so long as the coop and pen area shall be at least twenty (20) feet 159 
from any residential structure on an adjoining lot.  160 

d. Chicken coops shall be covered and ventilated, and a fenced pen enclosure/run is 161 
required. The coop and pen must be constructed in a way that establishes a clean, 162 
safe and pleasant environment free of odor, vermin, noise, and disease.  163 

1. All enclosures for the keeping of chickens shall be so constructed and 164 
maintained as to prevent rodents or other pests from being harbored 165 
underneath, within, or within the walls of the enclosure. Chicken coops must 166 
be impermeable to rodents, wild birds, predators and weather, including all 167 
openings, ventilation holes, doors and gates. Enclosures shall be kept in neat 168 
condition, including provision of clean, dry bedding materials and regular 169 
removal of waste materials, so as to not create an odor.  170 

e. The space per bird in the coop shall not be less than three (3) square feet. 171 

f. All chicken feed shall be kept in a secured and covered metal or plastic container, 172 
or otherwise protected so as to prevent rodents and other pests from gaining access 173 
to it.  174 

  176 

g. Chicken coops and pens shall not be visible from adjacent roadways and parcels. 175 

(2) A maximum of six (6) chickens may be kept on a lot or parcel with a detached single-177 
family residence.  178 

(3) Chickens shall be housed at all times within a covered coop or fenced pen area, except 179 
that they may be removed from the coop or fenced pen area by a resident or visitor of 180 
the home, provided the resident keeps them under his or her continuous custody and 181 
control while they are outside the coop or fenced pen area.  182 

(4) Chickens must be secured within the chicken coop or fenced pen area during non-183 
daylight hours (from dusk to dawn).  184 

(5) Chickens shall not be permitted to trespass on neighboring properties, run at large, be 185 
released or set free at any time.  186 

(6) Chickens are allowed to be kept in single-family residential areas for noncommercial 187 
purposes. Hens, eggs or manure produced by the chickens shall not be sold or utilized 188 
for commercial purposes.  189 

(7) Chickens shall not be bred or slaughtered on the premises. 190 

(8) All deceased chickens shall be properly disposed of, off-site, within 24 hours of 191 
expiring.  192 
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(9) Roosters and poultry or fowl other than chickens shall be prohibited. 193 

(10) Nothing herein shall be construed or interpreted to mean that chickens are permitted 194 
where private covenants or restrictions prohibit such use, or where rules promulgated 195 
under such covenants and restrictions prohibit such use.  196 

 197 
SECTION 4.  Sections 3.12, 7.1, and 7.2 of Appendix A, Zoning (the Zoning Code) are hereby 198 
amended to read as follows: 199 
 200 
Section 3.12. - Accessory uses and structures.  201 
 202 
1. In residential districts all accessory buildings and uses shall be located only in the rear yard 203 

except that parking may be located in a side yard.  204 

2. In residential districts, all accessory buildings and uses in a rear yard shall be located at least 205 
eight feet from any plot line, at least 25 feet from any street, and at least five feet from any 206 
main building. Accessory buildings and structures shall not exceed two stories or 24 feet in 207 
height. In case of rear alleys, private garages not over one story in height may be located on 208 
the rear alley line- and, in the case of chicken coops allowed under Sec. 14-37 of the City’s 209 
Code, the maximum height shall be 8 feet. 210 

*** 211 
Section 7.1. - Table of permitted uses.  212 
 213 

The following table identifies what uses are permitted without special exception, permitted 214 
with conditions, and permitted by special exception in the various zoning districts. The uses are 215 
listed on the vertical axis and the zoning districts are listed on the horizontal axis. If a specific 216 
use is not listed on the table below, the use shall be considered a prohibited use unless and until 217 
an applicant applies for and receives a similar and compatible use permit consistent with this 218 
Code; provided, however, if a use, device, business, or activity is prohibited by these land 219 
development regulations, the Code of Ordinances, or Florida law, an owner may not seek a 220 
similar and compatible use permit. Empty cells signify a prohibited use. Cells containing an "X" 221 
signify a permitted use. Cells containing an "SE" signify a use permitted by special exception. 222 
Cells containing an "X", a number and a letter (e.g., "X3") signify a permitted use with 223 
conditions; the conditions are outlined in the legend. Cells containing an "X" or "SE" and a 224 
number (e.g., "X4" or "SE4") signify a permitted use or special exception with conditions; the 225 
number is associated with a section number (e.g., section ____________) in the legend, and the 226 
section number refers to a location in this chapter (appendix) that contains the conditions 227 
associated with the permitted use or special exception.  228 

Permitted use: Defined as a use allowed without exception within a particular zoning 229 
district.  230 

Special exception: A special exception may be granted by the council provided the required 231 
appropriate conditions and safeguards have been met. The conditions are listed in the 232 
supplementary district regulations (article IX of this appendix) of the Code of Ordinances.  233 

TABLE OF PERMITTED USES 
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B
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1 
M
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Bed and 
Breakfast        X   X X        

Chicken-
keeping – 

accessory use 
 X2 X2  X2               

Home 
Occupation X1 X1 X1 X1 X1 X

1 X1 X
1 X1  X1         

Community 
Residential 

Home 

X3
S 

X3
S 

X3
S 

X3
S   

X3
S  

X3
S  

X3
S         

ResidenceOff
ice      X X X X           

Residence-
Gallery X8 X8 X8        X8 X        

Single-family 
Residence X X X X X X X X X  X X        

Two-family 
dwelling    X  X      X        

Multi-family 
dwelling      X      X        

Mobile Home       X  X           
Vehicle 

Storage Area SE SE SE SE SE S
E SE  SE           

*** 234 

X Permitted use  235 

SE Allowed with special exception  236 

SE2 Daycare allowed as special exception if part of a church/house of worship  237 

X3S:  238 

A-1 Maximum of 6 unrelated residents per single-family dwelling  239 

R-1 Maximum of 6 unrelated residents per single-family dwelling  240 

R1-A Maximum of 6 unrelated residents per single-family dwelling  241 



Ordinance #ORD2016-01 Chickens in Residential Area 
Page 8 

1st Draft City Council Wrkshop 1/6/16, 2nd Draft Council Wrkshop 02/03/16 w/planning changes 2/2/16 
 

R2 Maximum of 6 unrelated residents per single-family dwelling  242 

R3A Not allowed  243 

R3 Not allowed  244 

X:  245 

1: Home occupation allowed in residential district 246 

Not allowed as home occupation: Beauty shop, barber shop, photographic studios, 247 
fortune telling, outdoor repair, retail sales, nursery schools caring for more than 248 
three children other than children related by marriage, blood, or adoption, band 249 
instrument instructor except for private lessons, public dining facilities, antique or 250 
gift shops.  251 

2: Reserved  Chicken-keeping, defined in Section 7.2, is an accessory use permitted in 252 
certain residential districts under conditions as set forth in Chapter 14, Section 14-253 
37, Subpart A, General Ordinances.  254 

3: Reserved 255 

**** 256 

Section 7.2. - District uses definitions. 257 
  258 

Carpet and upholstery cleaning means establishments engaged in cleaning carpets and 259 
upholstered furniture at a plant.  260 

Cemetery means land used or intended to be used for the burial of the dead and dedicated for 261 
cemetery purposes, including columbarium, crematories, mausoleums and mortuaries when 262 
operated in conjunction with and within the boundaries of such cemetery.  263 

Chicken-keeping means the keeping of hens (Gallus domesticus). Chickens shall not include 264 
any male chicken or rooster, any duck, goose, turkey, peafowl, guinea fowl or other poultry or 265 
fowl. Chicken-keeping is a permitted accessory use within single-family residential zoning 266 
designations of R-1 (One-Family Dwelling), R-1A (Single Family Residential), and R-3A 267 
(Residential Medium Density) where the lot or parcel is occupied by a single-family detached 268 
residence. Chicken-keeping in all other zoning districts is specifically prohibited, except that 269 
poultry is permitted on farms in the agricultural zoning district (A-1). Conditions for chicken-270 
keeping in R-1 and R-1A zoning districts are set forth in Section 14-37, Subpart A, General 271 
Ordinances.  272 

Church/place of worship means an institution that people regularly attend to participate in or 273 
hold religious services, meetings and other activities.  274 

***  275 

SECTION 5.  Severability. The provisions of this Ordinance are declared to be severable, and 276 
if any section, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance shall for any reason be held to be 277 
invalid or unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining sections, 278 
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sentences, clauses, and phrases of this Ordinance but they shall remain in effect, it being the 279 
legislative intent that this Ordinance shall stand notwithstanding the invalidity of any part. 280 
 281 
SECTION 6.  Inclusion in the Code. It is the intention of the City Council, and it is 282 
hereby ordained that the provisions of this Ordinance shall become and be made a part of the 283 
Code of the City of Dunnellon; that the Sections of this Ordinance may be renumbered or 284 
relettered to accomplish such intentions; and that the word "Ordinance" shall be changed to 285 
"Section" or other appropriate word. 286 

 287 
SECTION 7.  Repeal of Inconsistent Ordinances.  Any Ordinance in conflict with this 288 
Ordinance is hereby repealed. 289 
 290 
SECTION 8.  Effective Date. This Ordinance shall be effective immediately upon adoption at 291 
the second public hearing. 292 
 293 
Upon motion duly made and carried, the foregoing Ordinance was approved upon the first 294 
reading after the public hearing on the 14th day of March, 2016. 295 
 296 
Upon motion duly made and carried, the foregoing Ordinance was approved and passed upon 297 
the second and final reading and public hearing on the 11th day of April, 2016. 298 
      299 
  Ordinance Posted on the City’s website on February 16, 2016.  The 1st public hearing was 300 
advertised in the Ocala Star Banner and Riverland News on March 3, 2016 and on the City’s 301 
website on February 16, 2016.  The 2nd and final public hearing was advertised in the Ocala Star 302 
Banner and Riverland News on March 31, 2016 and on the City’s website on March 21, 2016.   303 
 304 
    305 
ATTEST:      CITY OF DUNNELLON 306 
 307 

_____________________________   ______________________________ 308 
Dawn M. Bowne, M.M.C.     Nathan Whitt, Mayor 309 
City Clerk 310 
 311 
Approved as to Form and Legal Sufficiency: 312 
 313 
_________________________________      314 
Andrew J. Hand, City Attorney 315 
 316 
 I HEREBY CERTIFY that copies of the foregoing Ordinance were posted at City Hall, 317 
the Chamber of Commerce, Dunnellon Business Center and the Dunnellon Library, in the City of 318 
Dunnellon, Florida, and on the City’s Official Website this 16th day of February 2016. 319 
 320 
_____________________________ 321 
Dawn M. Bowne M.M.C. 322 
City Clerk   323 
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 ORDINANCE #ORD2016-04 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF DUNNELLON, FLORIDA, 
SUBMITTING TO THE ELECTORS OF DUNNELLON A PROPOSED 
AMENDMENT TO SECTION 39 OF THE CITY CHARTER CHANGING 
THE DAY AND MONTH OF A RUN-OFF ELECTION IN THE EVENT OF 
A TIE VOTE TO BE CONSISTENT WITH FEDERAL LAW; PROVIDING 
THE BALLOT TITLE, SUMMARY, AND TEXT FOR THE PROPOSED 
AMENDMENT; PROVIDING DIRECTIONS TO THE CITY CLERK; 
PROVIDING FOR THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THE CHARTER 
AMENDMENT IF APPROVED BY A MAJORITY OF ELECTORS; 
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND EFFECTIVE 
DATE FOR THIS ORDINANCE. 
 
WHEREAS, the Marion County Supervisor of Elections has notified the City that Section 

39 of the City’s Charter requiring that a run-off election in the event of a tie vote be held the first 
Tuesday after the first Monday in December is inconsistent with federal law, which requires that 
ballots to overseas military personnel and civilians be mailed at least 45 days prior to an election; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, to comply with federal law, the Charter must be presented to the electors of 

the City with an amendment which changes the day and month of a run-off election when a 
general or special election results in a tie vote; and 

 
WHEREAS, at the Supervisor of Elections requires a run-off election be held at least 

seventy (70) days after the date of the special or general election which results in a tie vote to be 
compliant with federal law requirements for mailing overseas ballots; and 
 

WHEREAS, Section 166.031, Florida Statutes, provides that the governing body of a 
municipality may, by ordinance, submit to the electors of said municipality proposed 
amendments to its charter, which amendments may be to any part or to all of its charter except 
that part describing the boundaries of such municipality. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED BY THE CITY OF DUNNELLON, 

FLORIDA, THAT:  
 
SECTION 1.   The recitals set forth above are hereby adopted as legislative findings of 

the City Council of the City of Dunnellon. 
 

SECTION 2.   Proposed Amendment to Charter. The City Council of the City of 
Dunnellon, pursuant to Section 166.031, Florida Statutes, hereby proposes an amendment to the 
Charter of the City of Dunnellon, which amendment to Section 39 of the Charter is set forth in 
Exhibit "A" attached hereto and by this reference made a part hereof. Section 39 of the Charter 
attached hereto reflects the proposed change by showing additions with underlining and deletions 
with strike-through type. 
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SECTION 3.      Submission to Electors. The proposed amendment to the Charter of the 
City of Dunnellon, as contained in this Ordinance, shall be submitted to a vote of the electors of 
the City of Dunnellon at the next municipal election to be held on Tuesday, November 8, 2016.  
The Supervisor of Elections of Marion County is hereby requested to coordinate all matters of 
said referendum election with the City Clerk. 

 
SECTION 4.      Duties of City Clerk.  The City Clerk is hereby directed to ensure that all 

advertising and notice requirements are complied with pursuant to the City’s Charter and to 
coordinate all activities necessary to conduct the referendum election called in Section 3 of this 
Ordinance with the Supervisor of Elections for Marion County. Should the proposed change to 
the Charter be approved by the electors, the City Clerk shall ensure that the Department of State 
is sent the revised Charter. 
 

SECTION 5.    Ballot Title and Text.  The ballot title and summary of the proposed 
amendment to the Charter shall appear on the ballot in the form of a question, set forth as 
follows: 

CHARTER BALLOT QUESTION 
CITY OF DUNNELLON, FLORIDA  

REFERENDUM ELECTION 
 

Change in day and month of a run-off election when there is a tie vote 
 

Shall the Charter of Dunnellon be amended to change the day and month of a run-off election 
from the first Tuesday after the first Monday in December to the third Tuesday in January when 
a general or special election results in a tie vote, to comply with federal law? 
 

_________ Yes for Approval 
 

_________ No for Rejection 
 

SECTION 6.     Effective Date of Amendment to Charter.  If approved by a majority of the 
voting electors of the City of Dunnellon, the amendment set forth in Exhibit “A” shall become 
effective in accordance with the provisions of Section 166.031, Florida Statutes.  If the electors 
reject an amendment(s), the rejected amendment(s) shall not take effect.  
 

SECTION 7.      Severability. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion 
of this Ordinance is for any reason held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent 
jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct and independent provision and 
such holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining portion hereto.  
 

SECTION 8.      Conflicting Ordinances. All ordinances and Charter provisions, or parts of 
ordinances and Charter provisions in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.  
 

SECTION 9.  Effective Dates. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its 
final passage and adoption. The revised Charter provisions proposed for approval in this 
Ordinance shall become effective upon the approval of a referendum election of the electors of 
the City of Dunnellon.  
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Upon motion duly made and carried, the foregoing Ordinance was approved upon the first 
reading on the 14th day of March, 2016. 
 
Upon motion duly made and carried, the foregoing Ordinance was approved and passed upon the 
second and final reading and public hearing on the 11th day of April, 2016. 
      
  Ordinance Posted on the City’s website on 21st day of March, 2016. Public hearing 
advertised on City’s website on March 21, 2016 and in the Riverland News on March 31, 2016.   
         
ATTEST:      CITY OF DUNNELLON 
 
_____________________________   ______________________________ 
Dawn M. Bowne, M.M.C.     Nathan Whitt, Mayor 
City Clerk 
 
Approved as to Form and Legal Sufficiency: 
 
_________________________________      
Andrew Hand, City Attorney 
 
 
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that copies of the foregoing Ordinance were posted at City Hall, the 
Chamber of Commerce, and the Dunnellon Library, in the City of Dunnellon, Florida, and on the 
City’s Official Website this 21st day of March, 2016. 
 
_____________________________ 
Dawn M. Bowne M.M.C. 
City Clerk   
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EXHIBIT A 

ORDINANCE #ORD2016-04 

PART I - CHARTER 

CHARTER OF THE CITY OF DUNNELLON, FLORIDA 

Section 1. - [Establishment of new municipality.]  

The municipality of Dunnellon, Florida, is hereby declared to be a legally incorporated and organized 
municipality under the various acts of the legislature of the State of Florida, and entitled to all the rights 
and privileges of a municipal corporation under the laws of the State of Florida. The existing municipal 
government of the Town of Dunnellon in the County of Marion and State of Florida, be and the same is 
hereby abolished.  

All the provisions of Laws of Fla. ch. 6050 (1909), Laws of Fla. ch. 6340 (1911), Laws of Fla. ch. 
6680 (1913), Laws of Fla. ch. 18503 (1937), Laws of Fla. ch. 18504 (1937), Laws of Fla. ch. 61-2090, 
Laws of Fla. ch. 67-1297, and Laws of Fla. ch. 67-1298 are hereby repealed.  

Section 2. - [Ordinances, resolutions, etc., preserved].  

All ordinances and resolutions heretofore passed, and all acts, deeds, contracts, and things 
heretofore done by and through the mayor and town council and other officers of said town not in conflict 
with the laws of this state, are hereby declared to be as legal and valid as if the record of such 
incorporation and organization had been in existence and upon record.  

The title, rights and ownership of all property, both real and personal, uncollected taxes, dues, 
claims, judgements, decrees, choses in action, and all property and property rights held or owned by the 
municipality named "Town of Dunnellon" abolished by this act, shall pass to and be vested in the 
municipal corporation organized under this Charter to succeed the municipality abolished.  

Section 3. - [Creation of new municipality.]  

A municipality to be called the City of Dunnellon is hereby established in Marion County, the 
corporate limits and area of which shall be described as follows:  

Beginning at the intersection of the west boundary line of Section 34, Township 16 South, Range 18 
East, and the north bank of the Withlacoochee Backwater for a point of beginning; thence northerly 
along the west boundary of Section 34, and the west boundary of Section 27 to the northwest corner 
of the south half (S-½) of Section 27; thence easterly along the north boundary of the south half (S-
½) of Section 27, and the north boundary of the south half (S-½) of Section 26, and the north 
boundary of the south half (S-½) of Section 25, all in Township 16 South, Range 18 East, and along 
the north boundary of the southwest quarter (SW-¼) of Section 30, Township 16 South, Range 1 
East to the northeast corner of the southwest quarter (SW-¼) of said Section 30; thence southerly 
along the east boundary of the southwest quarter (SW-¼) of said Section 30 and the east boundary 
of the west half (W-½) of Section 31, Township 16 South, Range 19 East; and the east boundary of 
the west half (W-½) of Section 6, Township 17 South, Range 19 East, and the east boundary of the 
west half (W-½) of Section 7 Township 17 South, Range 19 East, to the intersection of said east 
boundary with the north bank of the Withlacoochee River; thence northwesterly along the north bank 
of the Withlacoochee River and the Withlacoochee Backwater of the point of beginning.  
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Section 4. - [Powers.]  

Said municipal corporation shall have perpetual succession, may sue and be sued, plead and be 
impleaded, may condemn by the exercise of the right of eminent domain, purchase, lease, receive, and 
hold property, real and personal, within said city, and may purchase, acquire, receive and hold property, 
real and personal, beyond the limits of the city, to be used for the burial of the dead, for the erection of 
water works, electric light and other illuminating plants; for the establishment of poor houses, houses of 
detention and correction, for public parks and promenades and other public purposes that the mayor and 
city council may deem necessary and proper, and may sell, lease, or otherwise dispose of such property 
for the benefit of said city to the extent as a natural person may. Said city shall have the use of a common 
seal and may change it at pleasure.  

Section 5. - [Additional powers.]  

The city council shall have power to levy and collect taxes on all property taxable by law for state 
purposes; to levy and collect occupational license taxes on all privileges, businesses, trades, 
occupations, and professions which are operated, conducted, or engaged within the limits of said city, 
and the amount of such license tax shall be fixed by ordinance, which amounts of said taxes shall not be 
dependent upon a general state revenue law. To levy special assessments for public improvements, 
street paving, building, and sidewalks and improving public property and shall have the power and 
authority to levy and assess against property benefited thereby special assessments; to appropriate 
money and to provide for the payment of all debts and expenses of the city; to make regulations to 
prevent the introduction of the contagious diseases in the city; to establish hospitals, jails, houses of 
detention and correction, and to make regulations for the government thereof; to make regulations to 
secure the general health of the inhabitants and to prevent and remove nuisances; to provide for the 
cleaning and keeping in good sanitary condition all premises within the limits of the city; to provide the city 
with water by waterworks within or beyond the boundaries, by contract or otherwise; to provide for the 
extinguishment of fires and to organize and establish fire departments; to establish fire limits and to 
regulate the construction of buildings therein, and to prevent the construction of any building with 
inflammable material within such limits. To require the use of brick, stone, or concrete in the erection of all 
buildings in such limits.  

To condemn and order removed, or remove, any building that may endanger the property of others 
when the owners of such building refuse to make the same safe; to provide for lighting of the city by 
contract or otherwise; to make appropriations; to open, alter, abolish, widen, extend, establish, pave, 
improve and keep in repair streets, alleys, and sidewalks; to sell, convey or lease the mining rights in any 
street or alley abolished or discontinued; to erect, establish, regulate, and keep in repair privies, culverts, 
sewers, and gutters; to grant rights and privileges to and upon streets, alleys, ways, and avenues of the 
said city for public utilities; to make appropriations for lighting streets and public buildings, and for erection 
of all buildings necessary for the use of the city; to license hackney carriages, carts, omnibuses, 
automobiles, wagons, and drays and to fix the rate to be charged for the carriage of persons and property 
within the city; to regulate the speed of trains, automobiles, motorcycles, and bicycles within the limits of 
the city; to prohibit and suppress all gambling houses, bawdy and disorderly houses and obscene 
pictures and literature; to regulate dance halls, poolrooms, and all places of public amusements, and all 
saloons; to regulate, restrain or prevent the carrying on of manufactories dangerous in causing or 
producing fires and to regulate the license for the sale of firearms and to suppress the carrying of 
concealed weapons; to prohibit and regulate the storage of combustible, explosive, or inflammable goods 
or materials or products of any kind; to provide for and to regulate the inspection of beef, pork, flour, meal, 
and other provisions, oils, whiskey, and other spirits; to regulate inspection of milk, butter, lard, and other 
provisions; to regulate the vending of meat, poultry, fish, fruits, and vegetables, to establish and regulate 
markets, and to require all fresh meats, fish, poultry, and vegetables to be sold therein; to regulate, tax, 
license, or suppress the keeping and going at large of all animals, including dogs, within the city limits, to 
impound the same, and in default of redemption in pursuance of the ordinance, to sell, kill, or otherwise 
dispose of the same; to establish pound limits within the city; to regulate weights and measures; to 
provide for enclosing, improving, and regulating public buildings and grounds belonging to the city in or 
out of the corporate limits; to purchase, lease, receive and hold property, real and personal, for the use 
and benefit of the city, and to sell, lease, mortgage or otherwise dispose of any and all of the corporate 
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property, both real and personal for the benefit of the said city; to erect, repair, alter, and change public 
buildings and to make any and all other improvements necessary for the city; to borrow money and 
pledge the corporate property, as security therefor, for making such improvements as may be necessary 
for the city; to regulate the anchorage or mooring of vessels, lighters, rafts, boats, and all other water craft 
in front of the streets, and all such property as may be owned or controlled by the city; to pass all 
ordinances necessary for the health, morals, convenience, and safety of the citizens; to secure peace and 
good order in the city and to carry out the further intent and meaning of this act and to accomplish the 
objects of this incorporation; to provide for the appointment of a police force; to punish resisting arrest or 
restraining process and obstructing or opposing any police officer of said city; to provide for the arrest of 
any persons violating any ordinance and for their punishment, upon conviction, by fines, forfeitures, 
penalties, imprisonment with or without labor; but no penalty shall exceed five hundred dollars, and no 
term of imprisonment shall be for a longer time than three months for the same offense.  

Prior to purchase by the city of major items over $5,000.00, they shall be advertised for bids, except 
in cases where the health and welfare of the community will be jeopardized. Sealed bids shall be 
accepted and the purchase shall be authorized by a majority vote of the city council.  

The city council shall be permitted to waive bidding requirements when, in the discretion of a majority 
of the council members, it is determined that it is in the best interest of the city to share a bid price with 
another entity.  

No city parks, beaches or recreation areas shall be disposed of without a referendum approval by a 
majority vote.  

Section 6. - [Powers granted by law.]  

In addition to the rights, powers, and authority herein granted to the City of Dunnellon, the said city 
shall have and exercise all other rights, powers, and authority, including the powers of home rule granted 
by the constitution of the State of Florida and by the general laws of the State of Florida to incorporated 
cities, where the same are not in conflict with the provisions of this Charter.  

Section 7. - [Powers vested in the city council.]  

All the powers of the city shall be vested in the city council, except as otherwise provided by law or 
this Charter, and the city council shall provide for the exercise thereof and for the performance of all 
duties and obligations imposed on the city by law. The city council shall have authority to create and 
establish such other offices of the said City of Dunnellon as may be necessary and to consolidate such 
offices so created by them, and to abolish the same upon the expiration of the term of any office so 
created.  

Section 8. - Elections.  

No person shall be eligible to hold office who shall not at the time of his election be a qualified elector 
of said city, residing within the territory thereof; and in case any officer shall remove his residence beyond 
the limits of said city his office shall thereby immediately become vacant. In case any vacancy [shall occur 
in any city office, such vacancy] shall be filled by a majority vote of all the members of the city council, 
and the person so appointed by the city council shall hold office until the next annual or special election of 
officers and until his successor is elected and qualified.  

Section 9. - [Mayor as member of the city council.]  

Effective with the December 1991 city election, one (1) seat on the city council will be filled by a 
mayor's position through an election process. This seat will be the mayor's position. Whereupon in the 
initial year of election seat number one will be the mayor's position. In subsequent years it will be known 
as the mayor's position.  
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Section 10. - [Mayor's court.]  

Editor's note— Section 10 was editorially deleted as municipal courts were abolished by article 
V, section 20(d)(4) or the state constitution.  

Section 11. - [Veto power of mayor's duties.]  

Editor's note— Section 11 was editorially deleted as Ordinance No. 72-14, § 5, adopted on 
October 23, 1972, states that the mayor shall not have veto power.  

Section 12. - Mayor's duties.  

The candidate elected to Seat 1 shall be designated as the mayor. The mayor shall preside over all 
meetings of the city council, and shall execute documents and correspondence as authorized. City 
ordinance may provide other duties and responsibilities of the mayor.  

Section 13. - [Impeachment of elected officers.]  

Editor's note— Section 13 was editorially deleted as superseded by F.S. § 100.361, pertaining 
to municipal recall. The user's attention is directed to section 51 of this Charter.  

Section 14. - [Vacancy.]  

In the event of the death or absence of the mayor from the city, or his inability from sickness or other 
cause to discharge the duties of his office, the president pro tempore shall discharge the duties of the 
mayor.  

Section 15. - City council.  

(a) The legislative power of the corporation shall be exercised by a city council composed of five 
members who shall serve for a period of four (4) years and until their successors are elected and 
qualified. All members of said city council shall be elected in even -numbered calendar years 
beginning with three (3) members of said city council being elected in the calendar year of 2010, and 
one (1) member of said city council and the mayor being elected in an even-numbered calendar year 
beginning with the calendar year of 2012. Councilmembers may not serve more than two (2) 
consecutive terms of four (4) years, without an intervening period of at least one (1) year.  

(b) To adjust the Councilmember's and Mayor's terms from two (2) to four (4) year staggered terms, the 
terms shall be configured as follows:  

Mayor Seat 1 shall expire in 2012 - instead of 2011,  

Seat 2 expires in 2010, Seat 3 expires in 2010 and Seat 4 expires in 2010.  

Seat 5 shall expire in 2012 - instead of 2011.  

Seat 1 and 5 shall be filled in 2012 for four (4) year terms. Seats 2, 3, and 4 shall be filled in 2010 for 
four (4) year terms.  

(c) The city council shall be paid a salary of one hundred fifty dollars ($150.00) per month per council 
member.  
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Section 16. - [Quorum.]  

The majority of the members of the city council shall be required to form a quorum for the 
transactions of business, but a smaller number may adjourn from day to day.  

Section 17. - [City council powers.]  

The city council of the City of Dunnellon shall have power to make and pass such bylaws and 
regulation and rules of order for the guidance of such city council and the conduct of its business as it 
may deem expedient and to enforce the same by fine or penalty, to compel the attendance of its own 
members at any and all meetings of said council and the appearance before it at any meeting of any 
other officer of said city.  

Section 18. - [Ordinance adoption procedure.]  

Editor's note— Ordinance 96-14 allowed section 18, pertaining to ordinance adoption 
procedure, to be editorially deleted an covered in F.S. ch. 166.  

Section 18a. - City manager.  

The city council shall appoint and remove a city manager by majority vote. The city manager shall 
appoint, remove, suspend, supervise and manage the department heads and all other city employees. 
The city manager will report directly to the city council.  

The city manager shall be chief administrator of the city, and responsible for municipal 
administration. He or she shall enforce all ordinances and laws of the city and the orders of the city 
council and see that the same are duly observed and enforced. City ordinance shall provide for other 
powers and responsibilities of the city manager.  

Section 19. - City clerk.  

There shall be one office of city clerk and tax collector; and said official shall be empowered by the 
city manager. He or she shall be known and sign all documents, rolls, and papers as city clerk. He or she 
shall give such bond as the city council may require. He or she shall attend all special and regular 
meetings of the city council; and shall keep a record of all proceedings and acts of the city council and 
shall keep a record in books to be kept for the purpose of ordinances and resolutions passed by the city 
council. The clerk shall issue all occupational licenses and shall collect all taxes due the city and perform 
all such other duties as usually pertains to the office of city clerk and tax collector and as may be 
required.  

Section 20. - [City clerk's duties.]  

The city clerk shall also serve as city treasurer. He shall be known and designated as city treasurer 
and shall sign all documents and papers as city treasurer; he shall give such bond as the city council may 
require; he shall keep complete and correct accounts and records of all moneys received by him and paid 
out, and of all transactions of his office.  

Section 21. - City treasurer.  

The city treasurer shall pay out no funds of the city except upon the authorization of the city 
manager. The city treasurer shall not make any payment unless there are funds sufficient to meet or 
cover such payment.  

Section 22. - Chief of police.  

There shall be a chief of police appointed by the city manager of said city. He shall give such bond 
as the city council may prescribe. It shall be the duty of the chief of police to perform such duties as may 
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be proper to his office under the provisions of law, or required by ordinance. He shall have control of the 
police force, subject to the command of the city manager, and shall have police power of arrest.  

Section 23. - [Chief of police's duties.]  

The chief of police and members of the police force shall have power and authority to immediately 
arrest, with or without warrant, and take into custody any person or persons who shall commit, threaten, 
or attempt to commit in his presence or within his view, any offense prohibited by the ordinances of the 
city.  

Section 24. - [Chief of police's powers.]  

The chief of police and members of the police force in addition to the powers incident to their office, 
and as herein designated, shall possess common law and statutory power and authority of constables 
except for the service of civil process.  

Section 25. - Sanitary inspector.  

The city manager shall have power to require the [building inspector] to perform the duties of sanitary 
inspector and perform such other duties with reference to the inspection of property and premises and 
reporting the same, as the city council may require.  

Section 26. - Director of public works.  

Editor's note— Section 26 was deleted by Ordinance No. 02-07, adopted June 10, 2002.  

Section 26a. - [Discrimination prohibited.]  

It is hereby declared to be the public policy of the City of Dunnellon that all city employees shall be 
hired without regard to race, creed, color, religion, or national origin.  

Section 27. - [Taxation.]  

The city council shall have the power to raise by tax and assessment upon all real and personal 
property all sums of money which may be required for the maintenance, the improvement, and good 
government of the city and the carrying out of the powers and duties herein granted and imposed.  

Section 28. - [Collection of ad valorem taxes.]  

Editor's note— Section 28 of the Charter was editorially deleted as the county collects all ad 
valorem taxes pursuant to F.S. ch. 193 et seq.  

Section 29. - [Tax levy.]  

Taxes levied by the city council shall be certified to the county tax assessor and county tax collector 
and shall be levied by the county tax assessor and the county tax collector in accordance with the 
governing statutes of the State of Florida.  

Section 30. - [Tax sales.]  

Editor's note— Section 30 on sale of property for delinquent taxes was editorially deleted as 
covered by F.S. ch. 197.  
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Section 31. - [Jurisdiction.]  

The city council shall have full and complete jurisdiction, charge, and control over all the public 
roads, public grounds, public parks, ways, avenues, streets, alleys, and all dedicated public property in 
the limits of said city, and shall have power to cause obstructions to be removed therefrom, and to 
restrain and regulate the use and occupation of the same by any person or corporation whatsoever to the 
end that the safety, comfort, and welfare of the public may be secured and preserved.  

Section 32. - [Sidewalk regulations.]  

The city council of the City of Dunnellon is hereby authorized by ordinance to regulate, provide for, 
and require the construction and repair of sidewalks and foot pavements along and in front of lots fronting 
or abutting upon any street, park, or other public place in said city, by owners of such lots; and if the 
owner or owners of any lot shall fail to comply with the provisions of such ordinance, the city council of 
said city may have the sidewalks or foot pavements constructed or repaired along and in front of any such 
lot, which from the date of completion of the work shall be a lien superior to all other liens, excepting any 
liens for taxes, upon such lots along and in front of which the sidewalk of foot pavement has been 
constructed or repaired and the cost thereof, with interest, may be assessed as a special tax against the 
lot along or in front of which such sidewalk or foot pavement was constructed or repaired, or the lien for 
the cost thereof, with interest, may be enforced against the property by suit at law or in equity. As soon as 
practicable and within thirty days after the construction or repair of any such sidewalks or foot pavements, 
the city council shall have prepared a statement of the cost thereof and shall have entered up in a book 
which shall be prepared for that purpose, and kept open to public inspections, during reasonable office 
hours, in the office of the city clerk, labeled "Street Improvement Lien Book," the amount of such cost, the 
date of the completion of the work, the lot upon which a lien is claimed, and such other information as the 
council may deem advisable; provided, however, that if the cost of such construction or repair shall be 
paid to the city within forty days after the completion of the work, no interest thereon shall be charged, 
and provided, further, that any person owing any lot or owning an interest therein, or having a lien 
thereon, shall have the right at any time within sixty days after the completion of the construction or repair 
of any sidewalk or foot pavement, to present to the city clerk a sworn petition to the city council stating his 
interest in the property and alleging that in the opinion of the petitioner the cost of the construction or 
repair of such sidewalk or foot pavement as entered up in the Street Improvement Lien Book exceeds the 
actual cost thereof, or is otherwise erroneously entered up, or exceeds the special benefits accruing to 
the lot affected by the lien.  

If such petition is presented within said time to the city clerk, the city council shall hear and consider 
the petition and make due and proper inquiry into the question involved, and if it shall appear to their 
satisfaction that the cost as entered up is erroneously stated or entered up, or exceeds the special 
benefits accruing to the lot affected by the lien, the city council shall by resolution so declare and shall 
have the entry thereof in the Street Improvement Lien Book corrected, and shall fix the amount to be 
charged up against such lot at the amount not exceeding in the discretion of the city council, the special 
benefits accruing to such lot, and the amount so fixed shall stand as the amount of such lien, and any 
amount of such cost found to be in excess of special benefits shall be paid by the city. In all cases where 
no petition shall have been filed as herein before provided within sixty days after the completion of the 
construction or repair of any sidewalk or foot pavement, the cost thereof as entered up in said book shall 
become and be a fixed lien upon the lot. In no event shall the validity of such lien as primarily entered in 
said Street Improvement Lien Book, or as fixed by the city council on petition duly presented, be 
questioned in any direct or collateral proceeding instituted more than three months after the completion of 
the work, and a copy of the entry of any such lien in the Street Improvement Lien Book, certified by the 
city clerk under the corporate seal of the city, shall constitute prima facie evidence of the amount and 
existence of the lien upon the property described. Any person owning or interested in any lot upon which 
a lien exists shall have the right to pay off said lien in four quarterly installments, paying the first 
installment of one-fourth of the cost, with interest on the whole amount to date of payment within two 
months after the completion of the work; the second installment of one-fourth of the cost with interest to 
date of payment within five months after the completion; the third installment of one-fourth of the cost with 
interest to date of payment within eight months after completion, and the remainder with interest to date 
of payment within eleven months after the completion, but failure to pay any of such installments within 
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the time prescribed shall cause the whole amount to become due and payable, and it shall be the duty of 
the municipal authorities to enforce the payment of any such lien in all cases where the owner shall be in 
default of any payment more than three months. The word "lot" wherever used in any section of this 
Charter shall be construed to mean any lot, piece, or parcel, or other division or subdivision of land; and 
the word "street" wherever used shall be construed to mean street or part of street, and to include lanes, 
alleys, driveways, parkways, and all thoroughfares; and the word "park" wherever used shall be construed 
to include public squares, and all other places other than streets; and the word "work" shall be construed 
to include the purchase of all things necessary to be done under the ordinance; and the liens hereby 
created shall cover interest and all costs and expenses of publication of notices and costs of collection, 
including reasonable attorney's or solicitor's fees and commissions and court costs. The city authorities 
having charge of the collection of any lien whether provided for in this or other sections of this Charter 
shall have the right accept from any person owning or interested in any part of a lot which may be 
included with other lands in an entry in the Street Improvement Lien Book the proportionate of the amount 
covered by the lien, retaining a lien for the remainder of such amount upon the remaining lands, and shall 
have the right to accept from any person owning or having an undivided interest in any lot the proper 
proportionate of such lien, retaining a lien for the remainder of such amount the remaining undivided 
interest in said lot. All payments when made upon liens shall be noted in the Street Improvement Lien 
Book.  

Section 33. - [Oath.]  

All officers of said city before entering upon the duties of their offices shall take and subscribe to an 
oath to faithfully perform the duties of their office.  

Section 34. - [Powers of officers.]  

The officers of the City of Dunnellon shall have and exercise all the powers conferred by general law 
upon municipal officers, not inconsistent with the terms of this Charter. The said officers shall have the 
power to condemn lands and their appurtenances for the same purpose and in the same manner as is set 
forth and provided in the statutes of the State of Florida.  

Section 35. - [Public improvements.]  

The city council shall have exclusive power to make all public improvements and expenditures 
authorized by ordinance but shall let all contracts, in the amount of $5,000.00 or greater, to the lowest 
responsible bidder. The city council shall be permitted to waive the bidding requirements when it is 
determined that it is in the best interests of the city to share a bid price with another entity.  

Section 36. - [Suits against the city.]  

Editor's note— Section 36 was editorially deleted as covered by the waiver of sovereign immunity in F.S. 
§ 768.28 and the repeal of the notice requirement by F.S. § 95.241(1979). 

Section 37. - [City attorney.]  

City council shall have the power to contract with an attorney at law to act as regular advisor of the 
city council and attorney for said city; the city attorney's duties and compensation shall be prescribed by 
ordinance or resolution.  

Section 38. - [Compensation.]  

The city council shall not change or increase or decrease the compensation of any elected officer 
during the term for which he is elected thereto.  

Section 39. - Holding of elections.  

(A) Candidates shall run for specific seats designed by number. The person receiving the highest 
number votes cast in a general or special election shall be elected. In case two or more persons 

https://www.municode.com/library/fl/dunnellon/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTICH_CHDUFL_S36SUAGCI
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receive an equal and highest number of votes for the same seat, such persons shall participate in a 
run-off election which shall be held on the first third Tuesday in January following the general or 
special election.

[(B)] The city council shall provide for the holding of elections of the city and for canvassing the votes and 
certifying the results thereof.  

 after the first Monday in December.  

[(C)] Each candidate for the office of city councilman shall, at the time of qualifying, pay a nonrefundable 
qualifying fee of $45.00 to the City of Dunnellon.  

(D) The elections shall be held as near as may be in accordance with the provisions of the law governing 
elections for state officers, and the same form of ballot shall be used as is now provided by law for 
use in the election of state officers; and the city clerk shall have the official ballots prepared and 
printed. Any person desiring their name printed on the official ballot as a candidate for office shall, no 
earlier than noon of the 78th day to no later than noon of the 74th day before any election, file with 
the city clerk a petition signed by ten or more electors of said city, asking that their name be placed 
upon the official ballot for such office. The city council shall place upon the official ballot the names of 
those persons whose petitions have been filed within the time provided, and no other.  

[(E)] The city council may authorize the use of voting machines in any and all of said elections. 

Section 40. - [Ordinances continued.]  

That all ordinances and resolutions heretofore adopted by the town council of the Town of Dunnellon 
and not heretofore repealed be, and the same hereby are, continued in force until repealed by said 
council.  

Section 41. - [Streets.]  

The city council of the City of Dunnellon shall have power, by ordinance, to regulate, require, and 
provide for the construction and repairing of streets and for the grading and paving of the same; and in all 
cases when the said city council shall determine to construct, grade, or repair any street, or any part 
thereof, requiring to be constructed, graded, or repaired, the city may order and have such work done and 
the amount expended, or to be paid therefor, shall be a lien on the lots fronting or abutting on such street, 
pro rata according to the number of lineal feet of said lots fronting or abutting on such street, and may be 
enforced or recovered in the same manner as provided for in Florida Statutes as set forth in relation to 
sidewalks and foot pavements, provided that the owners of the property on each side of the street, when 
such street shall be constructed, paved, graded, or repaired, shall only be liable for one-third of the actual 
cost of construction, paving, grading or repairing; one-third of which cost of such construction, paving, 
grading, or repairing shall be paid for by the City of Dunnellon as other improvements.  

Section 42. - [City council rules and regulations.]  

The city council of the City of Dunnellon shall have full power by ordinance to establish rules [and] 
regulations for the filing of all vacancies which may occur in the city government, and for such other 
elections as may be provided by law, to pass ordinances providing for and regulating the nomination of all 
candidates for office and for the conducting and calling of all elections.  

Section 43. - [Voter qualifications.]  

Any persons who shall possess the qualifications requisite for an elector at general state elections 
and shall have resided in said City of Dunnellon, Florida, for six months next preceding the election and 
shall have registered in the municipal registration books as shall be prescribed by ordinance shall be a 
qualified elector of the City of Dunnellon at all actions held therein; provided that state or county 
registration shall not be required to qualify as an elector to vote at any election in said city, and further 
provided that no person shall vote in any bond election held in said city who is not a qualified elector 
therein.  
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Editor's note— Section 43 has been superseded by the qualifications for electors which are 
established in F.S. §§ 166.032, 98.091(3) and 97.041.  

Section 44. - [Bonds.]  

The city council shall have the power with the approval of a majority of the votes cast by electors in 
said city to issue bonds of said city with such maturities and such interest, not exceeding, however, the 
rate of eight percent per annum, whenever it may be necessary for the purpose of building or repairing 
words of said city, for the widening and extension of streets, the improvement of public parks, for sewers 
and sewer systems, paving of streets and sidewalks, equipping, purchasing, and/or systems in and for 
said city, or for the payment of existing indebtedness, or for any other municipal purposes for which the 
City of Dunnellon is authorized to issue bonds, which shall be submitted to the registered voters of said 
city in such manner and after such notice as the city council may deem necessary, and should a majority 
of the votes actually cast at such election be in favor of the issuance of such bonds, it shall be unlawful 
for said City of Dunnellon to issue such bonds for such amount and for such purpose and with such 
maturities and such rates of interest. That when so authorized the city council of the City of Dunnellon 
shall have the power to issue such bonds for such purpose and in such amount provided that the total 
outstanding bonds issued under the provisions of this section shall at no time exceed twenty percent of 
the total value of property assessed in and by said city for taxation; provided that nothing in this section 
shall require an election to be held for the purpose of issuing bonds where an election is not now so 
required by the laws of the State of Florida.  

Section 45. - [Certain acts validated.]  

All acts, proceedings, assessments, both general and special, heretofore done, had, performed, or 
made by the City of Dunnellon or any officials of said city are hereby validated, ratified, and confirmed.  

Section 46. - [Charter amendments.]  

Editor's note— Ordinance No. 96-14 allowed section 46, pertaining to Charter amendment 
procedures, to be editorially deleted as covered in F.S. ch. 166.  

Section 47. - [Notice.]  

In all cases where notice is required by this Charter of acts, doings, proceedings, assessments, 
sales, or other legal notices, said notice shall be given at least one week in advance of such act, doing, 
proceeding, assessment, sale or event by publication in a newspaper published in the City of Dunnellon, 
and in addition such notice may in the discretion of the city council be posted in three public places in the 
City of Dunnellon, one of which shall be at the door of the city hall; provided that if there is no newspaper 
published in the City of Dunnellon, said notice shall be given at least one week in advance of such act, 
doing, proceeding, assessment, sale or event by publication in a newspaper published in Marion County, 
Florida, and by posting in three public places in the City of Dunnellon, one of which shall be at the door of 
the city hall; provided further, that if there is no newspaper published in Marion County, Florida, then said 
notice shall be given by posting as herein provided.  

Section 48. - [Effective date.]  

This act shall take effect immediately upon becoming a law, subject to the referendum as provided 
herein.  

Section 49. - [Referendum.]  

This act shall become effective only upon approval by a majority vote of the electors voting in a 
referendum election to be held in the City of Dunnellon, Marion County, Florida, at a general or special 
election to be called by the present town council of the Town of Dunnellon, Florida, prior to December 31, 
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1971. Such election shall be held in conformity with the laws and ordinances now in force relating to 
elections in the Town of Dunnellon, Florida.  

In the event such election is not held as authorized and provided, this act is void.  

Section 50. - [Form of ballot.]  

All electors of the Town of Dunnellon, Florida, qualified to vote under the laws and ordinances now in 
effect, relating to elections in the Town Dunnellon, Florida, shall be qualified to vote in the election called 
for the purpose of ratifying this Charter. The ballot to be used in said election shall be in substantially the 
following form:  

"Shall the legislative Charter providing a form of government for the City of Dunnellon, Florida, as 
passed by the 1971 legislature of the State of Florida, be adopted?  

____________ FOR ADOPTION  

____________ AGAINST ADOPTION"  

Provided a majority of the qualified electors voting in said election vote "for adoption" then the 
provisions of this Charter shall become operative and be in full force and effect on, from and after the said 
date of said election.  

Section 51. - [Recall of city councilman.]  

Any or all members of the city council may be removed from office by the electors of the city 
pursuant to the method and procedures of F.S. § 100.361 and as subsequently amended.  
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