
CITY OF DUNNELLON 
SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL WORKSHOP 

 
DATE:     February 17, 2016 
TIME:      4:00 p.m. 
PLACE:   City Hall 

     20750 River Dr., Dunnellon, FL  34431 
 
CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Mayor Whitt called the meeting to order at approximately 4:00 p.m. and led the Council 
in the Pledge of Allegiance. He then called for a moment of silence.   
 
ROLL CALL  
The following members answered present at roll call: 
Nathan Whitt, Mayor, Seat 1 
Vacant, Seat 2 
Chuck Dillon, Councilman, Seat 3 
Walter Green, Councilman, Seat 4 
Penelope Fleeger, Councilwoman, Seat 5 
 
STAFF PRESENT 
Eddie Esch, City Manager 
Dawn Bowne, City Clerk 
Troy Slattery, Interim Fire Chief 
Mandy Roberts, Assistant City Clerk 
 
LEGAL COUNSEL  
None 
 
PROOF OF PUBLICATION  
Mrs. Bowne announced for the record the agenda for this meeting was posted on the 
City’s website and City Hall bulletin board on Thursday, January 28, 2016 and was 
amended on February 16, 2016 to add additional backup. 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 1 – PENNSYLVANIA AVE. BIKE TRAIL CONCEPT PLAN 
PRESENTATION – MARION COUNTY TPO (AMENDED TO ADD BACKUP) 
Mayor Whitt welcomed and thanked all of those in attendance for their participation in 
this project. 
 
Mr. Esch explained this project has been in the planning stage for several years.  He 
stated with new trail connections and parks being built, it is more important now than 
ever to make this connection and see this through to fruition.  He thanked the officials 
from Marion County for making this a priority and being so instrumental in moving this 
project forward.  
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Mr. Esch explained that Mr. Greg Slay of the Marion County TPO will be presenting a 
variety of concepts and alternatives.  He asked the Council to be mindful of what will be 
most feasible.  He said this meeting is intended to be a “first blush” and there will be 
ample opportunity for public input during the decision making process. 
 
Mr. Slay provided a brief overview of the process.  He introduced Mr. John Sewell of 
Kimley-Horn.   
 
Mr. Sewell explained the significance Dunnellon has in the scope of this project.  He said 
this bike trail will become a part of one of the largest trail systems in the southeast, which 
will attract visitors from all over the world, increasing the area’s eco-tourism. Mr. Sewell 
explained the scope of the project to include the evaluation of past concepts, analysis of 
existing conditions and needs, obtaining stakeholder input and developing final design 
concepts. 
 
Mr. Sewell provided a thorough review of the attached PowerPoint Presentation, 
illustrating multiple alternatives.  He discussed the pros and cons of each with regard to 
cost, parking, pedestrians and cyclists.  He also offered several alternatives and ideas with 
regard to bridge access to Blue Run Park that included modifying the existing bridge or 
possibly installing a prefabricated pedestrian bridge. 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 2 – COUNCIL COMMENTS 
Council and staff engaged in discussion with Mr. Sewell and Mr. Slay regarding the 
various options that were presented.  They discussed the posted speed limit, curbing, 
landscaping, buffers and rumble strips. 
 
Mayor Whitt and Councilman Dillon both stated they favor Option C for multiple 
reasons.   
 
Lt. Slattery expressed concern with emergency vehicle access if the width of the traffic 
lanes is reduced.   
 
There was discussion with regard to the need for off street parking and the potential to 
develop parking next to the new bike trail park at the site of the old water tower.  Mr. 
Sewell stated the FDEP offers Recreational Trails Program Grants that may help fund off 
street parking facilities specifically for trails.  He said he felt Dunnellon would score very 
high on the grant application, and he would provide the contact information to staff. 
 
Council thanked Mr. Sewell and Mr. Slay for their time and efforts. 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 4 – PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Mrs. Joan Duggins, 19687 SW 88th Loop, with regard to the presentation of the plan, 
asked whose idea it was to develop this plan and who is going to pay for it.  Mr. Esch 
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explained it is a joint effort between the City and the TPO.  Mayor Whitt stated the 
funding source is yet to be determined. 
 
Brenda D’Arville, Planning Commission Chair, commented on the width of the traffic 
lanes.  Mr. Esch stated that 11ft is standard. 
 
Mr. Paul Marraffino, 19544 SW 82nd Place Road, commented on the number of current 
on street parking spaces and the possible effect that reducing them could have on the 
businesses along East Pennsylvania Avenue.  He commented on the need for crosswalks 
and discussed the timing of construction relative to the bridge. 
 
Councilman Green commented on the priority that should be placed on the bridge as it 
relates to safety. 
  
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 5:23 p.m.  
 
 
 
Attest:  
 
_________________________                              _______________________________      
Dawn Bowne, MMC                                               Nathan Whitt, Mayor  
City Clerk 
 
P:\minutes council ws\20160217_Special.doc 
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