






Replacing “Parks” Section on page 14… (Note: all language re: Historic Depot and other 

prospective park areas needs to be removed) 

Parks:  

The City of Dunnellon is blessed with excellent natural recreational resources, being located 

between the Withlacoochee River and the Rainbow River.  These two recreational resources 

provide a certain amount of tourist/recreational traffic into the CRA.  The City of Dunnellon has 

taken a conservationist role in the adjacent development of these rivers in cooperation with 

preservation efforts by the State.  While the City has not promoted the commercialization of these 

two natural resources, it has promoted the recreational attraction of these rivers both locally and 

regionally.  

The following actively City maintained parks are included within CRA boundaries:  

1) Centennial Park.  This park provides a gazebo and a monument commemorating 

Dunnellon as a Boomtown of the 1890’s.  Beneath the monument is buried a time capsule 

filled with artifacts from 1990, and is now planned to be exumed in the year 2090.   

 

2) Ernie Mills Community Park.  This park was purchased through a Florida Communities 

Trust Grant and developed through a combined effort from the Florida Recreational 

Assistance Program, the City of Dunnellon and community organizations.  The park 

includes a basketball court, restrooms/concession stand, picnic/performance pavilion, 

benches and a small children’s playground.  

 

3) Datesman Avenue Park.  This park provides additional downtown parking and a 

community gathering place for special events such as Boomtown Days.  Park amenities 

include boat parking slips and a gazebo.  

 

4) City Boat Ramp.  This facility was renovated in 1999, and now includes restrooms, a 

concert/presentation stage and paved parking.   

 

5) DuPree Park. This is an undeveloped natural park located along the banks of the Rainbow 

River.  

 

6) Blue Run Park.  This park site was purchased in 2008 with a grant from the Florida 

Community Trust.  The park provides walking, biking, and birding trails, a 3-acre pond, 

access to the Rainbow River for kayaking, and is a popular exit point for visitors and 

residents tubing along the rainbow river. Planned amenities include, but are not limited to 

bathroom facilities. Parking is provided on Pennsylvania Avenue or San Jose Boulevard. 

 

7) 125th Anniversary Park.  This park will be constructed along Riverview Street and is 

intended to be used as a trail head to attract bicyclists to the area.  Planned amenities include 



picnic shelters, bathroom facilities, water fountains, bike station and bike racks.   The 

park’s design includes historic scenery, commemorative brick borders along the sidewalks, 

and metal art to reflect the characteristics of Dunnellon that will be installed on each of the 

four pedestals of the city’s original water tower that was dismantled on 03/30/2012.   

 

Replacing “Current and Future Capital Improvements in the CRA” on page 18… 

Current and Future Capital Improvements in the CRA  

This section presents the initial work plan based on redevelopment initiatives and goals described 

within this Plan.  The identified projects represent capital improvements necessary to realize the 

objectives contained in this Plan and are meant to be the type of projects to be undertaken within 

the CRA.  As budgets, funding, and financial analyses are refined and finalized the initial work 

plan may change.   

 

The dollar amounts assigned to each project are primarily based on past studies of similar projects.  

The projects and numbers listed have been used for budgetary purposes only and are considered 

to be relatively conservative.  The recommended costs for the capital improvement projects include 

design and construction costs as well as costs for additional studies, data manipulation or research 

needed to implement each project.  The costs generally do not include the costs of land or right-

of-way acquisition and or consolidation.  While representing and consistent with all analysis and 

discussions, these projects and their costs are preliminary.  The following table shows preliminary 

costs of capital projects proposed within the CRA.   

 

Table 7 shows planned capital projects to be completed within the CRA.  Estimated costs may differ from final 

amounts as projects are designed, bid, and completed.  As long as projects conform to the Goals & Objectives 

in Chapter 3, some project features may be altered, added, or deleted. 

 

 

 

Table 7.  Planned Redevelopment Projects Est. Cost Year 

    
  

1.  Blue Run Park 

Increase amenities at Blue Run Park (Generalized improvements, bathroom 

renovations). 

~$30,000 FY 16/17 

 
  

2.  Entry Signage 

Provide gateway signage to City, branding & informational signs. (Updates 

include but are not limited to upgrades to at least two gateway signs within the 

CRA.  Future project changes or sign expansion may cause preliminary 

estimates to vary significantly.)  

~$20,000 

($10,000 per 

sign) 

FY 16/17 

      



3.  125 Anniversary Park 

Improve bathroom facilities. 
~$23,400 FY 16/17 

   

4.   

   

5.   

   

6.   

   

7.   

   

8.   
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City of Dunnellon  
 

STAFF REPORT TO PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

CRA PLAN AMENDMENT 
 
         
 
Date:     June 21, 2016       
 
To:     City of Dunnellon Planning Commission     
 
Re:     Comprehensive Plan consistency analysis for CRA Plan Amendment 
 
 
 
Background: The CRA plan has been in effect since 2001. Since that time, several new 

parks have been added that were not part of the original plan. 
Additionally, outdated capital improvements are proposed to be removed 
and replaced with projects that are currently under consideration. The 
CRA plan is in need of amendment in order to better reflect the current 
status of the City’s Community Redevelopment Area.  

 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION     
 
Sec. 94-37(3). - Powers and duties. Mod 
ified  

The function, powers, and duties of the city's planning commission shall be as follows:  
 

*** 
(3) The commission may review, revise and discuss the city's comprehensive plan for the 
purposes of making recommendations to the city council with regard to consistency with 
the current comprehensive plan concerning any land/zoning change or request and with 
regards to possible future changes.  

*** 

Sec. 94-37.5. - Overview of the planning commission.  

The City of Dunnellon's planning commission merges the powers and duties of traditional 
planning boards with additional duties and responsibilities previously handled by the city's now 
defunct board of adjustment. The planning commission has an administrative review function 
whereby the commission reviews all changes to the city's comprehensive plan, by amendment, 
evaluation, addition, and appraisal for consistency with the existing comprehensive plan and 
reviews all land related/zoning ordinances to determine consistency to the comprehensive plan. 
With regard to its administrative review function, the commission makes recommendations of 
consistency to the city council. The planning commission holds quasi-judicial hearings with 
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regards to land planning/zoning cases, site plan reviews, variances, special exceptions, and 
review/appeal of administrative orders and forwards its findings/recommendations to the city 
council.  

§ 163.360, Fla. Stat. 
 
*** 

(4)  The county, municipality, or community redevelopment agency may itself prepare or 
cause to be prepared a community redevelopment plan, or any person or agency, public 
or private, may submit such a plan to a community redevelopment agency. Prior to its 
consideration of a community redevelopment plan, the community redevelopment agency 
shall submit such plan to the local planning agency of the county or municipality for 
review and recommendations as to its conformity with the comprehensive plan for the 
development of the county or municipality as a whole. The local planning agency shall 
submit its written recommendations with respect to the conformity of the proposed 
community redevelopment plan to the community redevelopment agency within 60 days 
after receipt of the plan for review. Upon receipt of the recommendations of the local 
planning agency, or, if no recommendations are received within such 60 days, then 
without such recommendations, the community redevelopment agency may proceed with 
its consideration of the proposed community redevelopment plan. 

*** 
 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN – Recreation and Open Space Element 
 
GOAL 
To provide for adequate public and private recreation facilities to meet the needs of Dunnellon 
residents. 
 
Objective 2: 
Ensure that existing public recreation facilities are available to all residents.  
 
Policy 2.4:   
The City shall assess the feasibility of developing improved public recreational facilities. 
 
Objective 3: 
Ensure recreation sites and facilities, including freshwater beaches and shores, are accessible to 
all of Dunnellon’s residents.   
 
Policy 5.1:   
The City will coordinate with Marion County to provide regional recreation facilities that will 
serve City residents. 
 
Objective 6: 
Parks and recreation facilities in the City will be developed and used in a sustainable manner.  
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FINDINGS OF FACT 
 

A. Whether the amendment conforms to and is consistent with all adopted elements of 
the comprehensive plan. 
Response- The recommended CRA plan amendment includes adding named 
parks that have been developed since the CRA plan came into effect. Due to the 
fact that parks and public recreation areas are encouraged in the Recreation and 
Open Space Element of the Comprehensive Plan, we find no inconsistency with 
the current adopted plan.  

EVALUATION AND FINDINGS        
       
Staff recommends that the Planning Commission, sitting as the local planning agency, find that 
the proposed Dunnellon Community Redevelopment Plan amendment conforms to and is 
consistent the City of Dunnellon Comprehensive Plan and recommend that the CRA Board 
approve the proposed amendment.  
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